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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Little Rock, Arkansas, December 16th., 1918. 

To Hon. Charles H. Brough, Governor, 

and Members of the Forty Second General Assembly of 
the State of Arkansas. 

Pursuant to paragraph 12, Section 11, Act 257, of the Acts 
of 1909, the Arkansas Tax Commission has the honor to present 
herewith its Fifth Biennial Report containing the totals of Assess- 
ments for 1916, and, official proceedings of the Commission for the 
period beginning December 16th., 1916 and ending December 16th., 
1918, and County Assessments in so far as we have been able to 
tabulate same from reports received from the various County 
Clerks; also, our recommendations after two years of earnest ef- 
forts in directing compliance with the Revenue Laws of this State 
and a thorough study of the weaknesses thereof. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. P. MACHEN, Jr. 

Secretary. 
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FIFTH BIENNIAL REPORT 

OF THE 

Arkansas Tax Commission 

FOR THE TEARS 1917 AND 1918 



The law requiring this Commission to make a biennial 
report, Act 257 of the Acts of 1909, subdivision 12 of section 
11, is as follows : 

"To submit to the Governor on or before 
the third Monday in December of each year, 
and to each member of the legislature on or be- 
fore January 1st of each odd numbered year, 
the report of the Commission for preceeding 
years showing all the taxable property in the 
state and the value of the same, in tabulated 
form." 

This law has. not been complied with in the past as the 
conditions have been such that it was impossible for the 
Commission to do so ; the time allowed the assessors for mak- 
ing the assessment of their counties is not sufficient, there- 
fore, they are delayed in delivering their assessment rolls to 
the county clerk and the county clerk cannot make report to 
this Commission until he has received the assessment from 
the assessor and totaled his records : This Commission has 
no other way provided by law to obtain abstracts of the as- 
sessment' for each county, except, from the county clerk. 
A great many of the abstracts have been received, which 
is fair evidence that other counties could have complied with 
the law had they made proper effort. This report contains 
all of the information that has been furnished us, together 
with our recommendations that will adjust many of the 
faults in the law and many of the evils in practice by offi- 
cials. 
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STATUS OF REPORT 

The report begins with the totals of the assessment of 
1916 Governing all property assessed by the county assessors 
and this Commission ; also, the franchise privileges and 
gross earnings tax by the Commission and makes a compar- 
ison with the assessment of 1917 showing gain or loss as to 
each item, or total : It also has tabulated for the year 1917 
all assessments of every kind and character, except for the 
year 1918, of which it is impossible to give a complete assess- 
ment, as twenty-eight counties of the state have made no re- 
port to this date, December 18th., 1918 ; which report is the 
only wfiy provided for getting abstract of the assessment 
made by the assessment boards of the several counties in tie 
state 

DUTIES OF COMMISSION 

It is the duty of this Commission to assess all railroads, 
telegraph companies, express companies, sleeping car com- 
panies, private car companies, telephone companies, 
street railways, light plants, water plants, pipe lines, 
bridge and ferries, private car gross receipt tax, build- 
ing and loan, and franchise tax of all domestic and 
foreign corporations, insurance companies with capital stock 
and insurance companies with no capital stock, organized, 
authorized and doing business in the state of Arkansas : 
These sources of revenue, assessed by this Commission, 
amount to more than one-fourth of the revenue of the entire 
state. 

It is also required of this Commission to exercise com- 
plete supervision over the assessment and collection of taxes 
by the officials of each county in the state as directed by sec- 
tion 11 of Act 257 of the Acts of 1909 ; the first sub-division 
of said Act reading as follows : 

"To have and exercise general and complete 
supervision over the assessment and collection 
of taxes and enforcement of the tax laws of the 
state, and over the several county assessors, 

tax collectors, and other officers charged 

with the assessment and collection of taxes 
in the several counties of the state." 

It is also required to sit as an Equalization Board for 
the entire state during the month of November of each year 
as provided in Section 12, Act 257 of the Acts of 1909, which 
is as follows: 

"The said Arkansas Tax Commission shall 
meet as a State Equalization Board of taxes 
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annually on the second Monday in November 
of each year for the equalization of the taxa- 
ble values of such personal or real property as 
may come before it by reason of report or 
otherwise." 

There has been some question as to the intention of the 
law in regard to the equalization as to individual tax payers, 
until Act 263 of the Acts of 1917 was enacted by the legisla- 
ture, which reads as follows : 

"The Tax Commission shall have the power to 
raise, or lowei*, the values in any county, or 
any subdivision of any county, or the values of 
any individual tax payers in any county, so as 
to make the assessment uniform throughout 
the state." 

It had been the practice in this state, without authority 
of law, to assess all property for taxation at 50% of its true 
value : The last legislature, realizing the practice as an il- 
legal one, passed an act authorizing the Tax Commission to 
certify such percentum of full value as shall be assessed for 
taxation, which is Section 1 of Act 263, that reads as follows 

" the Arkansas Tax Commission shall 

file with the county clerk and the assessor of 
each county the certificate showing the percen- 
tum of market value it has used, or will use, in 
valuing for taxation for that year the property 
it is required to value, and it shall be the duty 
of the tax assessor in each county not to assess 
or reduce the value of any item of property for 
the purpose of taxation in that county in that 
year below the percentum of market value as 
certified by the Tax Commission." 

The Commission is required to visit each county in the 
state, at least once every two years, for the purpose of ad- 
vising and directing the taxing officials of the various coun- 
ties, as to their duties under the law and the proper construc- 
tion and operation thereof. 

ASSESSMENTS BY COMMISSION 

The Commission has worked earnestly, faithfully and 
fairly, with all of the large corporations operating in the 
state, with whose assessment we are charged and find them 
ready and willing to furnish the proper information for val- 
uing their property when directly requested therefor; but 
we do not find those corporations very profuse in furnishing 
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information unless we find the necessity and make the de- 
mand: As an example of this we found the Prairie Pipe 
Line assessed in this state for 1916 at $261,041.00, which 
assessment was made on a mere property return with no 
financial statement being furnished. The Commission 
found the necessity of a financial statement from these peo- 
ple and made demand upon their tax agent for same, which 
was furnished, and the assessment made for the year 1917 
at $1,323,160.00; and, upon a further and more thorough 
investigation for the year 1918 the assessment against said 
company was made at $1,916,276.00. The taxes on the as- 
sessment for 1917 were paid without protest, and, suit filed 
by the Attorney General and Hon. George Vaughan for back 
taxes, which suit is now pending in the Chancery Court of 
Miller County. We also found many other corporations as- 
sessed far below their real worth and have placed all such 
assessments at such amount as we believe to be fair, just 
and adequate. 

The law provides no penalty against any of the assess- 
ments made by this Commission for the failure of the pro- 
perty owner to make return at the time and in the manner 
provided by law. The law provides a penalty of 25%, of all 
taxes due, for the failure of any owner to make proper as- 
sessment before the boards in the several counties of this 
state, and the corporations assessed by this Commission 
should not stand immune, under the law, from this penalty 
when it is imposed upon lesser property owners over the 
state ; therefore, we most earnestly recommend to the legis- 
lature that they pass an appropriate act placing a penalty of 
25% of all taxes due, against each and every person, com- 
pany or corporation assessed by the Arkansas Tax Commis- 
sion, to be collected as other taxes and penalties and paid 
in to the general revenue fund of the state. 

FRANCHISE TAX 

This Commission assesses, or determines, the amount 
of Franchise Tax due by each domestic and foreign corpora- 
tion doing business in this state each year, to be paid to the 
State Treasury. There is no penalty for failure to make rei 
port to us as required by law, and a great many of the cor- 
porations are quite unconcerned as to this duty, with the 
result that the report is mailed to them by the Commission 
and lost or mislaid by them ; we are forced to notify them 
of their delinquency, they write for another blank, which 
we must send at the expense of the state : We notify them 
of the amount of tax due, the card is lost or unnoticed an4 
they become delinquent in payment, for which they are 
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charged a penalty of 25%, and it becomes the duty of the At- 
torney General to collect same. The Attorney General 
should be relieved of the clerical duties incident to the col- 
lection of these delinquent taxes and should have referred 
to his office only such claims as are subjects of litigation, as 
the office of Attorney General in this state is not supplied 
with sufficient office force to take care of matters of this 
character and do justice to the state's interest in matters in 
litigation: He should not be required to give matters of 
this character any part of his attention except when litigat- 
ed. A penalty should also attach for failure to make report 
as required by law, the same as other property in this state, 
also, an additional penalty for failure to pay as now provid- 
ed, which would cause these corporations to be more careful 
in making their reports to this Commission and save time 
for the Commission and expense for the state: It is not 
right that the state bear the burden of expense in adjusting 
errors and omissions made by these corporations in looking 
after their own business ; if they neglect their business, they 
should bear the burden as their own negligence. Therefore, 
we recommend a penalty of 25% of all taxes due for their 
failure to make report as required by law, and that it be 
made subject to the will of the Commission. 

FIELD WORK DURING 1917. 

After the adjournment of the legislature of 1917, the 
Commission prepared, in proper form, all laws affecting 
the assessment of property and distributed same to ail tax- 
ing officials over the state with our letter of instruction as to 
application of same, and, made dates for public meetings in 
every county in the state ; these meetings were held as fol- 
lows : By Commissioner Martineau : Independence, Izard, 
Stone, Baxter, Marion. Perry, Yell, Logan, Scott, Sebastian, 
Ft. Smith District. Sebastian. Greenwood District, Sharp, 
Fulton, Lawrence. Randolph, Clay, Greene, Jefferson, Jack- 
son, Craighead, Poinsett. Mississippi, Arkansas, White, Cal- 
houn, Lonoke and Pulaski, Counties. Commissioner Smith : 
Polk, Seveir, Little River. Miller, Hempstead, Howard, Pike, 
Crawford, Washin^on Madison, Benton, Drew, Bradley, 
Union, Ouachita, Dali *a Cleveland, Lincoln, Desha, Chicot, 
Ashley, Columbia, T !:^;vette, Nevada, Clark, Hot Spring, 
and Saline Countie^ '-'' "i also assisted Commissioner Mar- 
tineau in his meetij^* ^^ fefferson, Sebastian and Calhoun 
Cos, At these meeti^ in 'l^ found quite an interest manifest- 
ed by the people of ^^^^ ,iral districts and smaller tax pay- 
ers; but we found ^t\,e ^l^v instances, larger property own- 
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ers, the business man and the taxing officials, in an attitude 
of disinterest or unconcern ; this is to be regretted as these 
people are the ones of greatest value to the Commission and 
their co-operation would mean a great deal in correcting the 
evils incident to our taxation system ; but many of these peo- 
ple seem to have a longing desire to attend to their matters 
of assessment and taxation, PRIVATELY with their officer 
in their immediate locality, which would lead one to believe 
that they hope to act, in matters of taxation, under a canopy 
of politics, or in some other manner that would not be pub- 
licly known : This condition is the most troublesome bar- 
rier to a perfectly just and fair assessment and when remov- 
ed, the successful goal v/ill be easily reached, as the popula- 
tion in the rural distrists do not object to assessing their pro- 
perty at a fair value and paying their proportion of taxation 
but they do object to unfair manipulations by larger proper- 
tv owners and unjust discrimination by taxing officials, or an 
unnecessary expenditure of public funds. These objections 
are well founded and cannot be entirely removed without 
the co-operation of the executive and judicial departments 
of the state, especially the circuit court and grand jury of 
the several counties over the state. 

The Commission has visited every county in the state 
during the past two years, and more than once in many coun- 
ties, in the interest of the local assessment or properties be- 
ing assessed by this Commission. This Commission should 
have a small fund available for statistical information that 
could be had from the various counties of the state upon 
the payment of a small fee to some local person, when it cost 
from two to four times as much for someone connected with 
the Commission to make a trip for the purpose of getting 
copies and data for their information ; there is no fund pro- 
vided by which we may pay for any such work, and we re- 
commend that a small amount made available for this pur- 
pose would be a saving to the state financially, and save time 
for this Commission. 

RAILROAD ASSESSMENTS 

The law of this state requiring the Tax Commission to 
assess railroads, only contemplates such roads as are organ- 
ized and operated under Chapter 133 of Kirby's Digest: 
This law does not cover log roads and tramroads built and 
operated by saw mills pnd mining companies and not being 
separately chartered; therefore, most all of the above men- 
tioned railroads are assessed by the local authorities at such 
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a value as would be inadequate to cover the value of the loco- 
motive running over said road, not to say anything of the 
road itself, the labor to build it, the material used, the build- 
ings and the rolling stock necessary to carry on their busi 
ness over such road. Therefore, we recommend that the 
law be amended to authorize the Tax Commission to assess 
for taxation every railroad of every kind and character in 
the state. 

GENERAL AND LOCAL TAXATION 

Taxation is a live issue in every civilized nation of the 
earth and will be until the dawn of eternity ; therefore, it is 
useless to waste our time in any attempt to discard the issue 
or settle the question satisfactory to all : The best system 
is the one least expensive in operation and most conserva- 
tive and economical in expending the revenues that are re- 
ceived from the tax payers, and making an equal distribution 
of the tax burdens, and at the same time not to stifle busi- 
ness activities of the state or the welfare of its citizens. 

At this critical time, when every source of revenue 
available to our national government is being drawn upon 
to its full capacity, there should be a determined policy 
adopted by all rate making and levying bodies not to make 
excessive any rate of taxation and more so with those offi- 
cials who have entrusted to their care the expenditure of 
public funds for various purposes, both local and state- 
wide. It is a patriotic duty that the various units of our 
state government owe to the citizenship of the state that 
they should carefully avoid all unnecessary expenses, and 
should direct their efforts toward bringing about such effi- 
ciency and economy as would minimize the burdens of taxa- 
tion ; and at a time when the public institutions of our state 
that must be fully provided for, demand more money for 
their existence at this time than ever before in the history 
of the state, and is to a great extent such expenses as cannot 
be reduced by our State Board of Control. 

TOWNSHIP ASSESSMENT PLAN 

The State of Arkansas made its greatest advancement 
toward a fair, just and adequate assessment law that it has 
made since the state was admitted into the Union, by enact- 
ing into law the township assessment plan advocated by 
Gov. Chas. H. Brough during his campaign for governor in 
1916, and recommended to the legislature of 1917 in his mes- 
sage to that body ; this session of the legislature passed the 
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township assessment law in accordance with such recom- 
mendations as drafted by members of the legislature. The 
assessment of the State of Arkansas was made under the 
operation of this law for the years 1917 and 1918 : Both 
real and personal property were assessed in 1917, beginning 
the first of June when the taxing officials had had about two 
months to acquaint themselves with the law ; yet it had the 
effect of raising the county assessment about $75,000,000.00 
of which about $50,000,000.00 was new property placed up- 
on assessment records that had formerly been escaping 
taxation. 

This plan of assessment retains the county assessor as 
the principle assessing official of the county and requires 
the County Court to appoint two citizens and property own- 
ers in each township of the county to sit with the assessor 
during the assessment of taxes in said township for the pur- 
pose of valuing all property and requiring all property own- 
ed by every person to be listed : In this manner the pri- 
vacy and secrecy heretofore prevailing in the assessment of 
the property of a great many tax payers has been laid bare 
to public knowledge to such an extent as to cause the pro- 
perty owner to make his rendition with a greater degree of 
accuracy as to amount, kind and value of his property: 
It also requires each property owner to assess his property, 
owned and located in a certain township, before the board 
of said township ; when in the former law he could assess 
with the assessor at any point in the county : It also places 
a 25% penalty on all persons failing to make their assess- 
ment as required by law. 

The law for this assessment plan passed by the last leg- 
islature was not drafted in perfect form, as it was a compro- 
mise between the advocates of three different measures for 
the same purpose and the result was, the law is inadequate 
in many ways and a misfit in connection with other revenue 
laws of the state ; but as to the township plan of assess- 
ment and valuation there is no doubt of its success; even 
those who have formerly opposed it most are now convinced 
of the success of its operation when drafted in proper form. 
This Commission has* prepared, with the approval of the 
Governor, a re-draft of the township bill and will offer same 
to the coming legislature for their consideration, and hopes 
the legislature will take action at an early date during 
the session, that the Commission may have the new act 
printed in phamplet form and get it out over the state to of- 
ficials having charge of the assessment of property that they 
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may acquaint themselves with the provisions of the law be- 
fore the beginning of the assessment of taxes. The changes 
suggested will make the law more successful in operation 
and more vital in production. 

TIME TO MAKE ASSESSMENTS 

Under the present law the county tax assessor has 
about three months to make his assessment, and the State 
Tax Commission has two months ; this is not sufficient time 
to do justice to the work required of the assessor and his 
boards, nor of the Tax Commission for its work of making 
the property assessments: We therefore recommend that 
the county assessor begin the assessment of taxes the first 
Monday in May instead of the first Monday in June, and 
the Tax Commission begin the first Monday in June instead 
of the first Monday in July, which will give each branch of 
the assessing authority one more month in which to make 
their assessments; which is very necessary and will show 
a wonderful improvement in the assessment over the state, 
as most of the assessors are anxious to do their work well 
and will do so if given proper time. 

COUNTY AND STATE RATES 

Each county in this state names such rates of taxation, 
in the various manners provided therefor, both local and 
general, as they may deem proper which amounts to about 
three-fourths of the taxes paid by its property owners ; the 
state rate named by the legislature is about one-fourth of 
the entire taxes paid by each property owner in the state; 
and about 67% of the amount of taxes paid into the State 
Treasury, under the state rate, is immediately distributed 
back to the respective counties as free school and pension 
fund, and 1 1-9 mills go to support the state educational in- 
stitutions and 1-4 mill is for sinking fund and interest, leav- 
ing only 1 5-36 mills for support of the state government and 
its charitable institutions, together with the pajnnent by the 
state of all. or a part of various officers serving the several 
counties of the state. This fund is known as the state 
general revenue fund. 

The general revenue fund for the state is less than 1-20 
of the entire taxes paid by property owners, yet it is ex- 
pected to finance more of the necessities of the state, and 
such as are most vital to the state, than any other fund pro- 
vided by the state or any county in the state. 
It pays every state official. It maintains every of- 
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fice of the state. Jt maintains the State Hospital for 
Nervous Diseases. It maintains the School for the 
Blind. It maintains the Deaf Mute Institute. It maintains 
the Reform School. It maintains the Confederate Home 
and many other lesser institutions that are dependent upon 
the state for their existence. It maintains our Supreme 
Court. It pays the expenses of our legislature. It pays the 
salary of every chancellor in the state. It pays the salary 
of every circuit judge in the state. It pays the only salary 
received by every prosecuting attorney in the state. It pays 
to each county clerk one half the cost of making the original 
tax books for his county. It pays the assessor one half of his 
entire salary for making the assessment of his county. It 
pays for making and delivering all the tax records for each 
county in the state; yet this fund receives more criticism 
than any other fund known to the state or any county in the 
state. 

We believe that any just and fair man will agree that 
this* fund has imposed upon it the greatest burden and has 
received more unjust criticism than any other rate of taxa- 
tion, and will also agree that it is because the critics have 
not realized the exact conditions surrounding this rate. 
This rate should be relieved of some of its unjust and un- 
reasonable burdens, or raised sufficiently to meet the de- 
mands required of it. The Commission believes that a small 
correction, each way, will relieve the situation in a just 
and adequate manner. We therefore, recommend that each 
county in this state should provide and pay for its own tax- 
ing records : That the state pay only one-fourth of the salary 
of the assessor and one-fourth to the clerk for making the or- 
iginal tax books for the county. We further recommend 
that sufficient of some other state rate be added to the gener- 
al revenue rate that will make it at least 1 1-4 millSv and it 
should be 1 1-2 mills ; if this rate were 1 1-2 mills the poor, 
unfortunate wards of the state could be given many more of 
the pleasures of life than is now possible to provide for 
them. We hope the legislature will adjust this grave in- 
equality in rates and place our general revenue fund in a 
position that will not be embarrassing to each administra- 
tion to such an extent as to render its success a virtual im- 
possibility. 

The rates of taxation will, of course, produce revenue 
in accordance with the percentum of value certified by this 
Commission to be assessed for taxation ; and it is our de- 
termination to exercise this power with great care, as it ie 
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rates have beS^p^ropei aS/ulSf/ Tf "^""*' ""^^^ ^^^ 
«tate Will be ^mZl^^suX^o^^t *'^ ^'^^^' *^ *^« 

COUNTY ASSESSMENTS 
have?4Hv1^'^f*^f *\^^^"°"«««»««esof the state 
the towSh^^^feSifl" «<l"^»f«on of values, duT^ 
percentages^ SK/m7' |hown by comparison of 
ranged from 18% in Rpr,t«« p;; i. ? io^^ ^''^ assessments 
with eightSn couitiS oJ^^n .""X*^, ^^^" ^» ^^''^ss County, 
assessmentsranS from 3o1^'S*l ''^AT ^^f' ^'^ ^^^^ the 
Garland CouSvtitlTw'"^*'''^.C^"»*y to 55% in 
This shows a vanSn?n^th^^^^^ ^^'^ ^^«^ 35%: 

estate in 1916 of 40% • ^"^ tlfi^fi V^ assessments of real 
township asse«i«,Tnpnf^i • ^'jf,,?''^* assessment under the 
ed to 25% 1ndTh?r±" •'' >^^V}i^^ variation was redue- 
real properS^to*h, S,T •^''??, ^^'^^'^^^ *^e assessment of 
- ever/coSnty in tJe Sl^ '" ^^^? ^'" «^'^« equalization in 
any plan of aiess ' ft ^LT""!^ *' £^",^« «^P««*«d with 
moreintricate"areTpeLivX?ou"r^!' "''" "'^'* ^ '^'• 

and Jeal estSe no?lS^'^ ^" ^^'^^ 'f P^"^ '« f«'' *»»« year 1917. 

changed; but th?ftilT^*''^''f***]|^«y«^'*' '* ^as not 

tion Js to Chicot cfaiirn"^ reflect the present condi- 

were low inpSceSt^LT^A^^^^ Counties; these counties 

lie meetings RTn^^^^^ Commissioner Smith held pub- 

tember anf OctoK^l 8 ^^^^^^^ ^" these counties during Sep- 

conditions of their ri?}' T^ ^^""^^^^ ^^® P^«Ple o^ the exact 

co-operation in an 'ff'^^if^*!!^®®^^'^®''*' ^^^^ ^s^^in^ their 

request the pronertJ^ ^'^ ^®* *!"? '"^^«'* adjusted ; to which 

senting vote, and « owners nobly responded, without a dis- 

the value of their "«™ed citizens of their county to adjust 

these counties th«^',®^*^*®*^^^^^^™e"*S' and in each of 

than $325,000 On ^^^^ estate values were increased more 

made an order l ^"^ reported to this Commission, who 

percentage of eapk^alizingr their action. This placed the 

by the people of^ county at about 45%, which action taken 

citizenship of virL. these three counties, shows the act of a 

1., ^C>i anv state has just cause to feel proud. 

Many of f » " '^ -^ 

citizens and ta> ^ «fre5 ^^ *^e state have, through their 

sion in an eatZ^ih ^^mMbJ»' co-operated with the Commis- 

sessment of aV.V/ ^ ^^^ to *"^^e a lust, fair and equal as- 

Proper/y co-oh V ^ effO^^J^nV^^^' '^^e counties failing to 

% S^i^ 2 t^^^ Commission in our efforts of 
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assessment and equalization thereof, are reflected in their 
reports to this Commission in every manner and form, and 
is shown in the tables of assessment in this report. It is 
the hope of this Commission to co-operate with the taxing 
officials and property owners in every county in this state 
and show them every assistance within our power in a fair 
and legal manner. 

SALARY OF ASSESSORS 

Very few of the assessors of this state are on a salary 
but are paid on a fee basis of 20c for each personal list, and 
$1.00 for the non-resident assessments in each congressional 
township : This method of remuneration for assessors has 
long been the practice in Arkansas and its past traditions 
are the best evidences of the un justness of the system; it 
is subject to many criticisms, and justly so, some of which 
we here enumerate : Assessors in some counties construe 
the law to mean, 20c for each personal and real list, and 
each call of land or town to be recokoned as a list ; in this 
manner some assessors would get hundreds of dollars and 
sometimes thousands of dollars for the assessment of real 
estate while others would properly construe the law and re- 
ceive only a few dollars : This system also places in the 
hands of such assessors as are inclined to follow illegal and 
unfair methods an opportunity to "pad" their lists with 
dead men, absent men and ficticious names of every kind for 
which the county and state are required to pay 20c per list, 
and the collector of taxes to be bothered with the investiga- 
tion of all these anonymous names in an attempt to locate 
them and collect their taxes : Names are sometimes listed 
from the records of the previous years regardless of wheth- 
er such parties are living or dead, at home or abroad: It 
also permits assessors whose greed for money might over- 
shadow their honesty, to doubly assess many persons or 
make more th^n one list of the property owned by one per- 
son, all of which the law specifically prevents. It would be 
an endless ta^k to ferret out all such errors from each as- 
sessment in the state and is much easier to prevent them than 
to correct them when made whether wilful or not. 

The assessors are required to assess real estate, only, 
each odd numbered year ; and it is reasonable to believe that 
they should receive more pay for their services when both 
real and personal property are assessed than for the year 
that only personal property is assessed ; but such is not the 
truth in every in*=itance as the table below will show many of 
the counties in the state to have paid their assessors more 
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money for the assessment of personal property in 1918, than 
were paid the same, assessors for assessing both real and 
personal property in 1917 : It is useless for this Commis- 
sion to comment upon this fact further than to say that the 
table gives the information and the conclusion of right or 
wrong may be reached by each person for themselves. This 
table also shows that the variations in the amounts paid to 
the several assessors of the state are quite attractive because 
of their grave inequalities and astounding excesses ; these 
salaries for the year 1917 ranged from $400.00 in Fulton 
County to $13,512.20 in Pulaski County, which is about 
thirty-four times as much for the assessor of Pulaski Coun- 
ty as for the assessor of Fulton County, yet, the assessment 
of Pulaski County is less than twenty-tw6 times as much 
as the assessment of Fulton County, and the assessment of 
Pulaski County is more condensed and in larger amounts of 
value and should be assessed more cheaply than the scatter- 
ed property of Fulton County. This is unjust to Fulton 
County and its assessor, and the same proportion of injus- 
tice applies to every county in the state compared to the ex- 
orbitant salary collected by the assessor of Pulaski County, 

Further licrht is shed upon this $13,512.20 paid to the 
assessor of Pulaski County for the assessment of 1917 by 
statement from the collector of taxes for Pulaski County 
showmsr 21.515 delinquents for that year. It will be remem- 
bered that the assessor received from the county and state 
/^Oc per list for each of these delinquents, which amounts to 
$6,303.00. We also note that R. G. Pillow, former assessor 
of Pulaski County, received for the assessment of taxes for 
1915. $6,545.00 .^nd for 1916, S6.958.40 making a total for 
the two years of $13,503.40, while the assbssor of the same 
county for the year 1917 received more money for the one 
year than the former assessor received for two years. The 
system as provided by law is wrong, or something else is 
wrong, as clearly shown by the facts and conditions. 

This table also shows $809.40 paid to the assessor of Polk 
County, while that paid to the assessor of Howard County 
was $927.80, yet the assessment of Polk County was more 
than half a million over that of Howard. The assessment 
of Sebastian County is more than 45% of the assessment of 
Pulaski County, while the assessor of Sebastian County re- 
ceives less than 20% of the salary received by the assessor of 
Pulaski County; in other words, if the salary paid to the 
assessor of Pulaski County were legal and right, the salary 
of the assessor of Sebastian County should have been more 
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than double what it was: This condition shows that the 
law is wrong or the officials have been greatly abusing the 
law and the following table is given for the benefit of the 
public in arriving at their conclusion as to this coi^dition. 



COUNTIES 


Salaries received by 

the year 1917. Half 
paid by County and 
Half paid by State. 


County Assessors for 
the assessment of 
personal property 
alone 1918. Half paid 
by County, and Half 
by State. 




Real 


Per- 
sonal 


Totol 


ToUl.l918|lMrtaM Btcreast 


Arkansas 


$ 36.00 


1 1001.60 


$ 1037.60 

1327.30 

578.20 

1000.00 

833.80 

886.00 

696.20 

944.00 

1440.00 

1282.60 

1385.00 

600.00 

694.80 

750.00 

1109.80 

1200.00 

1274.00 

1525.00 

760.00 

835.60 

1831.20 

1160.50 

1103.00 

908.00 

400.00 

1696.00 

561.60 

1378.00 

1481.80 

984.80 

927.80 

1118.42 

687.40 

1000.00 

3976.40 

1039.60 

919.60 

1058.40 

1540.00 

980.20 

827.40 

1279.00 

1626.00 

813.60 

593.40 

1266.20 

3044.20 

1128.00 

714.00 

1020.00 

607.40 

1211.80 

561.40 

2499.60 

744.00 


$ 971.0o' 


1 dOM 


Ashley 


1190.00 
527.8C 

lOOO.OC 
792.8C 
824.00 
609.8Q 









187.30 


Baxter 


21.00 


557.20 


^.40 


Benton 




Boone 


25.00 


808.80 









16.00 


Bradley 


62.00 


Calhoun 


28.00 
25.00 


668.20 
919.00 


58.40 


Carroll 




Chicot - 


1407.00 
1188.0C 
1296.80 
600.00 
666.60 
750.00 







33.00 


Clark 


32.00 
26.00 


1250.60 
1359.00 


62.60 


Clay . 


53.20 


Cleburne _ _ 




Cleveland:^ 


18.00 


676.80 


._ - 


10.00 


Columbia 




Conway 


24.00 


1085.80 


. 




Craighead 


1428.60 
1286.80 


228.60 
12.80 




Crawford 








Crittenden. 


13.00 


1512.00 




Cross 








Dallas _.. 






780.00 

1968.20 

1069.00 

1000.00 

913.20 

400.00 

1611.00 

500.00 

1320.00 

1578.20 

857.00 

520.80 

1049.66 

677.40 

1025.00 

3227.20 

1010.60 

846.00 

974.40 

1451.00 

926.60 

787.80 

1267.40 

1602.00 


"i73:66 

"'32^20 


56.60 


Disha 


36.00 
27.50 
23.0.1 
27.00 


1795.20 
1138.00 
1080.00 
881.00 




Drew J.. 


64.00 


Faulkner 


80.00 


Franklin 




Fulton.. 




Garland 






""86'46 
""26!66 

""Y.bb 
""s'oo 


85.00 


Grant . 






61.60 


Greene 






58.00 


Hempstead 








HotSprinsT 






77.80 


Howard :__ . 


22.00 


905.80 


385.00 


Independence . . 


68.76 


Izard _ 






10.00 


Jackson 


• 






Jefferson 


35.00 
36.00 


3941.40 
1003.60 


614.20 


Johnson 




LaFayette 


78.60 


Lawrence . _ . _ 


19.00 
20.00 
40.00 
36.00 


1039.40 
1520.00 
940.00 
791.40 


65.00 


Lee 


69.00 


Lincoln . 


13.40 


Little River- 


3.60 


Logan ,- _- . . 


11.60 


Lonoke 


29.00 
34.00 
26.00 


1597.00 
779.60 
567.40 




Madison.. 




Marion 


569.80 


2.40 




Miller .._ 




Mississippi . . 






3219.20 
1122.00 
585.20 
989.80 


175.00 
19.00 




Monroe 


25.00 


1103.00 




MontfiTomery 


128.80 


Nevada 


25.00 


995.00 


5.20 


Newton -- - 




Ouachilk 






1124.60 
532.00 

2633.60 
700.00 


"m.bb 


87.20 


Perry - - 






29.40 


Phillips 








Pike - 


24.00 


720.00 


20.00 


Poinsett 




Polk 






809:40 
1289.60 








Pope-- 






1310.60 


21.00 
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Prairie _ 


22.00 


795.20 


817.20 
13512.20 

971.60 
1049.00 

800.40 

698.20 
2656.20 

832.80 

612.00 
1683.60 

(^.80 
1690.00 

707.00 
1405.20 
2636.20 

997.00 
1311.20 








•Pulaski - - 


7847.00 
909.40 
980.00 
796.00 
653.00 

2684.40 
862.40 
566.00 

1669.20 
489.20 

1552.00 
684.20 

1400.00 

1932.20 
938.40 

1272.60 


■"20:66 


"■i8'.60 
.20 


6165 20 


Randolph - 


26.00 
28.00 
26.00 


946.60 
1026,00 
776.40 


34.20 


Saline 


46 00 


Scott .-_ 




Searcy 


ASSXi 


Sebastian 


24.00 
25.00 


2632.20 
807.80 


47 80 


Sevier _. i .. 




Sharp 


46 00 


St, Francis „ _ . _.- 


20.00 


1663.60 


94.40 
39 60 


Stone 


Union . _ 






138 00 


Van Buren 


23.00 


684.00 




Washinsrton. _u- _ . _ . 


6 20 


White - -. 






604 00 


Woodruff _ 


20.00 


977.00 


38 60 


Yell - 


38 60 











•Pulaski* 1915 $6,540.00; 1916 $6958.40 



Many of the counties do not show what amounts were 
charged for real estate and personal property separately, 
but the entire claim is in bulk so one cannot tell for what 
specific item of work the charges are made. It is also shown 
that most of the counties have paid their assessor from $15. 
to $40. for the assessment of real estate, while the assess- 
ments of real estate in other counties are far in excess of 
that amount. It is also shown that in Jefferson County on- 
ly $35.00 was allowed for the assessment of real estate in 
1917, yet the assessment of personal property in 1918 is 
$614.20 less than the amount paid the assessor in 1917. It 
shows a difference in 1917 and 193 8 in the amounts paid the 
assessor of Pulaski County of $6,165.20, but it is also true, 
that the amount received by the assessor of Pulaski County 
in 1917 was allowed and paid to him in "broken doses," as he 
received the prreater amount of it on the 13th day of Sep- 
tember 1917, but came in for another payment of more than 
$1,000.00 on the 22nd day of October, 1918 ; therefore, it 
may be possible that within the next twelve months some 
way will be found to oret more money for the assessment of 
1918 than has already been dravsni. 

With these inequalities in salary paid to the several as- 
sessors of the state it is conclusive in the minds of the Tax 
Commission that f^ome jdefinite plan of arriving at the re- 
spective salaries should be adopted by the legislature or 
every tax assessor be placed upon a stated salary as it is ap- 
parent that the above is unjust to a great majority of the 
assessors and to the tax payers of the state. We therefore 
recommend that each assessor be placed upan a salary, and 
if not that a stated amount for the assessment of real estate 
be enacted into a law and that no assessor be allowed any 
pay for delinquent assessments until they have been coUect- 
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ed by the collector of taxes- 
the assessment rolls. 



This will stop the padding of 



CLERK'S PAY FOR TAX RECORDS 

The County Clerks of this state are required to make 
the original tax records for their respective counties, one- 
half to be paid by the county and one-half to be paid by the 
state; they to receive 10c per one hundred words, each fig* 
ure counting a word, for their services in making these re- 
cords and we give below a table showing the amount paid to 
the clerk of each county in this state for making said record. 
To the credit of the clerks over the ste.te the variations in the 
amounts paid for this work show a greater degree of equali- 
ty and justice than does that of the assessors, but amounts 
shown in the various counties are susceptible to grave criti- 
cism, and such criticism as cannot be denied or disproven : 
It cannot be possible that the salary for this service in any 
county would be identical one year with another ; but it will 
be observed that many of the counties show the same amount 
paid to the clerk each year: This is conclusive evidence- 
that the clerks are not complying with the law, but are ap- 
proximating their fees charged, which leaves one to guess 
whether the approximation is apt to be in favor of the offi- 
cer or in favor of the state and county. 
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Arkansas 

Ashley 

Baxter -_. 
Benton -_. 

Boone 

Bradley _ 
Calhoun . 
Carroll — , 
Chicot — 

Clark 

Clay 

Cleburne - 
Cleveland 
Columbia _ 
Conway - 
Craighead 
Crawford . 



$1160.00 

1100.00 
584.88 

1200.00 

1050.00 
740.00 
695.00 

1000.00 
880.00 

1082.36 
919.36 
800.00 
465.00 

1347.54 
850.00 

1556.64 
550.00 



$1160.00 

1100.00 
555.36 

1200.00 

1050.00 
740.00 
698.74 

1000.00 
815.00 

1088.40 
900.00 
800.00 
465.00 

1447.54 
850.00 

1597.60 
550.00 




"29.Y2' 



65.00 
"19.36" 
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Crittenden — 

Cross .. 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead — 
Hot Spring _. 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jefferjson 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence . 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Little River . 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison 

Marion 

Miller 

Mississippi __ 

Monroe 

Montpromery - 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perry 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk 

Pope 

Prairie 

Pulaski 

Randolph 

Saline 

Scott 

Searcy 

Sebastian — 

Sevier - 

Sham . 

St. Francis — 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren — 
Washington . 

White 

Woodruff 

Yell 



1200.00 
707.50 
647.54 

1378.00 

1100.00 

1000.00 
790.00 

1559.90 
700.00 
683.56 
841.68 
943.00 
844.00 
650.00 

1000.00 
650.00 
900.00 

2055.00 
900.00 
800.00 
778.66 

1076.00 
830.00 
771.68 

1008.60 
900.00 
980.00 
730.00 

1577.74 

1600.00 
500.00 
696.00 
640.00 
580.46 

1064.60 
838.22 

1791.80 
650.00 
487.50 

1497.00 
795.00 
771.00 

4150.00 
818.20 
740.00 
600.00 
700.00 

1753.12 
966.00 
650.00 
835.20 
398.00 

1470.00 
593.10 

1050.00 

1430.54 
430.00 

1000.00 



1200.00 
707.50 
723.14 

1378.00 

1100.00 

1050.00 
790.00 

1559.90 
700.00 
612.00 
841.68 
983.36 
844.00 
700.00 

1000.00 
650.00 
900.00 

2055,00 
900.00 
800.00 
853.52 

1080.00 
840.00 
861.34 

1047.02 
950.00 

1034.30 
730.00 

1714.64 

1500.00 
500.00 
704.00 
660.00 
580.46 

1100.00 

1048.00 

1800.00 
650.00 
487.50 

1497.00 
795.00 
776.10 

6156.16 
821.90 
820.00 
600.00 
700.00 

1753.12 
966.00 
700.00 
857.00 
400.00 

1160.84 
585.00 

1075.00 

1532.74 
700.00 

1000.00 



75.60 

"Eofoo 



40.36 
'50.00 



74.86 
4.00 
10.00 
89.66 
38.42 
50.00 
54.30 



136.90 



8.00 
20.00 

""35.40 

209.78 

8.20 



4.10 

2006.16 

3.70 

80.00 



50.00 

21.80 

2.00 



25.00 
102.20 
270.00 



71.56 



100.00 



309.16 
8.10 
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\ It is apparent from the foregoing table that many esti- 
mates must have been made and the Commission thinks it 
better that the legislature should name a stated amount to be 
received for this work by the clerk of each county, than to 
place the clerks in the embarrassing attitude of having to 
estimate their own salary, as it seems too much trouble to 
comply with the law by making actual count. 

BOND OF TAX COLLECTORS 

Many of the counties of this state have separated the 
office of tax collector from the sheriffs office, but in some 
counties the sheriff is ex-officio collector of taxes, but in ei- 
ther event the-law provides that the collector of taxes shall 
make bond to the State of Arkansas for an amount one- 
fourth greater than the total taxes with which he stands 
charged. Ashley County has a stated amount of bond to be 
made by the collector and is marked in the list "Statutory", 
and there may be a few other counties having a law provid- 
ing a stated amount like that of Ashley County, but they are 
very few in number. 

There are not more than thirty counties in the state that 
have anything like complied with the law as to the amount 
of bond to be made by the collector of taxes, which law is as 
follows^: 

"The bond of the collector shall be approved 
as prescribed in this chapter, and shall be in 
amount greater by one-fourth than the aggre- 
gate amount of taxes to be collected by such . 
collector, " 

The bond of the collector, or the sheriff as ex-officio col- 
lector, shall be approved by the county judge, which law is 
as follows : 

" before entering upon his duty as col- 
lector of taxes, shall give bond and security 
to the state, which bond shall be in duplicate 
and approved by the county court or the judge 
thereof in vacation." 

The following table shows the amount charged against 
the collector of each county with one-fourth added to give 
the full amount of bond, and the amount of bond made and 
filed with the State Auditor, showing the shortage of the 
bond from the amount required by law. 
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COUNTIES 



Amount of 

Taxes Gharsred 

to Collector 

Jan. 1st. 1917. 



One-fuurth 
more for Offic- 
ial Bond 
1917-1918 



Amount of 

Bond made for 

1917-1918 



Short Under 
the Law 



Arkansas 

♦Ashley ,_ 

Baxter^ 

Benton 

Boone _. 

Bradley 

Calhoun 

Carroll 

Chicot 

Clark 

Clay ii" 

Cleburne 

Cleveland "'"" 

Columbia.. 

Conway "Jl' 

Craighead. 

Crawford 

Cidttenden. 

Cross 

Dallas """" 

Desha ''l~ 

Drew ~"3~ 

Faulkner-. ""' 

Franklin ~'~' 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead 

Hot Spring 

Howard 

Independence . . 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Johnson — 

Lafayette— • 

Lawrence — 

Lee 

Lincoln — --. . 

LittleRiver 

Logan 

Lonoke 

Madison — 

Marion 

Miller •- 

Mississippi 

Monroe 

Montgomery—. 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 



146879.80 
170891.27 

54272.26 
287609.32 
108828.15 
129377.01 
101724.95 
109410.86 
267188.80 
205693.47 
240327.17 

74161.22 

76368.83 
158952.49 
116226.56 
345045.93 
199461.89 
369208.46 
176846.11 
121210.49 
310261.74 
153662.69 
120258.59 
126792.64 

49839.64 
386605.38 

70630.31 
235599.70 
205759.44 
135525.29 

98487.34 
169960.22 

59341.39 
233241.37 
630710.82 
123169.54 
130836.09 
222629.47 
213599.75 
144547.03 
144406.98 
170287.65 
246505.77 

61440.70 

63846.16 
338873.58 
470522.74 I 
216322.58 

51102.68 
113837.19 

65055.18 
203063.20 



183599.75 
213614.09 

67840.33 
359511.68 
136035.19 
161721.26 
127156.19 
136763.57 
333986.00 
257116.84 
300446.46 

92701.53 

95461.04 
198690.61 
145283.20 
431307.41 
249327.36 
461510.57 
221057.64 
151513.11 
387827.17 
192078.36 
150323.23 
158490.78 

62299.55 
483369.22 

88287.89 
294499.62 
257199.33 
169406.61 
123109.17 
212450.27 

74176.73 
291551.71 
788388.52 
153961.92 
173545.11 
278286.84 
266999.68 
180683.78 
180508.72 
212859.56 
308132.21 

76800.87 

79807.70 
423591.97 
588153.42 
276240.73 

63878.35 
142296.48 

81318.97 
253829.00 



$286500.00 
101000.00 

45000.00 
225000.00 
151000.00 
165000.00 
110000.00 
120000.00 
270500.00 
250000.00 
160000.00 

90000.00 

85000.00 
185000.00 
160000.00 
425000.00 
155000.00 
500000.00 
150000.00 
128500.00 
350000.00 
188000.00 
100000.00 
135000.00 

55000.00 
400000.00 

80000.00 
245000.00 
175000.00 
150000.00 
110000.00 
180000.00 

70000.00 
200000.00 
550000.00 
150000.00 
150000.00 
200000.00 
150000.00 
147000.00 
191000.00 
130000.00 
400000.00 

60000.00 

90000.00 
250000.00 
250000.00 
250000.00 

60000.00 
120000.00 

63000.00 
240000.00 



112614.09 

22840.33 

134511.68 



17156.19 
16763.57 
63986.00 

7116.84 
140446.46 

2701.53 
10461.04 
13690.61 

""6307.41 
94327.36 

"71057.64 
23013.11 
37827.17 

4078.36 
50323.23 
23490.78 

7299.55 
83369.22 

8287.89 
49499.62 
82199.33 
19406.61 
13109.17 
32450.27 

4176.73 

91551.71 

238388.52 

3961.92 

23545.11 

78286.84 

116998.68 

33683.78 

""82859.5*6 

'"16800.87 

"i7359ir9"7 
338153.42 
26240.73 
3878.35 
22296.48 
18318,97 
13829.00 
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Perry 

Phillips 

Pike 

Poinsett 

Polk . 

Pope 

Prairie 

Pulajski— :. 

Randolph— 

Saline 

Scott 

Searcy 

Sebastian 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren 

Washington- 
White 

Woodruff 

Yell 



110636.74 
406398.17 

89621.52 
329441.34 
124007.51 
156172.23 
155687.39 
1695455.97 
103153.66 
144277.96 

71725.79 

60603.07 
581788.80 
143674.96 

54109.02 
231277.46 

32473.41 
200451.94 

47618.38 
303827.65 
269299.19 
185960.13 
167311.96 



138294.67 
507997.71 
112026.90 
411801.67 
155009.38 
195215.28 
194609.24 
2119319.96 
128942.07 
180347.46 

89657.23 

75753.83 
727236.00 
179593.70 

67636.27 
289096.82 

40591.76 
250564.67 

59522.97 
379784.56 
336623.98 
232450.16 
209139.95 



110000.00 i 

650000.00 

113000.00 

225000.00 

110000.00 

180000.00 

165000.00 

600000.00 

125000.00 

175500.00 

75000.00 

85000.00 
211500.00 
180000.00 

60000.00 
240000.00 

28000.00 
275000.00 

72950.00 
300000.00 
250000.00 
200000.00 
200000.00 



28294.67 



186801.67 

45009.38 

15215.28 

29609.24 

1519319.96 

3942.07 

4847.45 

14657.23 

'615736.00. 

''7636r2"7 
49096.82 
12591.76 



79784.56 

86623.98 

32450.16 

9139.95 



Note: Bond fixed by law at $75,000.00 



From the above table it will be ceen that the greatest 
shortage in official bond appears in J^ulaski and Sebastian 
Counties. The collector of Pulaski County is collecting the 
taxes of the county and state with a bond of $600,00000, 
when it should have been, under the law, $2,119,319.96; it 
is less than one-third of the amount required by law. This 
collector of taxes could collect the taxes of Pulaski County 
and from the money pay his bondsmen the full amount of 
his bond and have more than one and one-half million 
dollars to his credit. The same fact is true in regard to the 
collector of Sebastian County ; and many other counties in 
the state have only one-half the bond required under the 
law. 

The law requires the approval of these bonds by the 
county court, or judge thereof in vacation, and why the 
county judges have approved these bonds in direct conflict 
with the law is to this Commission unexplained; but it is 
quite apparent that laws so disregarded are without value : 
If the law is wrong, and the bond is too great, it is proper to 
amend the law in such manner as would be just and right, 
but we do not agree that there is any just cause for the fail- 
ure of the county judges to do their duty as directed by law, 
and under their official oath. 

With these conditions in view and considering that 
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about one-fourth of the taxes collected by the collectors are 
due and payable to the state, we think it proper and right 
that the state should be protected with a proper bond ap- 
proved by state officials and not be dependent upon the acts 
of county officials under these conditions. We therefore 
recommend that the collector of taxes for each county in 
this state be required to make bond to the State of Arkan- 
sas, for the use and benefit of such county, for such amount 
as the collector stands charged and payable to the county 
treasury: Also, that such collector's make bond to the 
State of Arkansas for such amount as he stands charged as 
collector payable to the state treasury, and thafthe bond to 
the county be approved by the county judge, and the bond 
to the state be approved by the State Auditor and Attorney 
General. That such bond cover only the amount charged 
against said collector in each instance, as the taxes he can- 
not collect will suffice for the margin and it is unnecessary 
for this reason, we think, to make the bond greater than the 
amount with which the collector stands charged. This is 
proper and right from every standpoint and should be done 
if every bond in Arkansas, made by the collectors, were ade- 
quate under the law. 

TAX COLLECTORS 

The office of sheriff and ex-officio collector of taxes 
should be separated in every county in this state where the 
assessment of property amounts to $10,000,000.00 or more, 
as the offices connected in the larger counties cause a con- 
gestion of business to such an extent as to render it impos- 
sible for any man or set of men to give the same efficient 
service that they would give under clearer and better condi- 
tions. The delinquent collections of taxes would be made 
better and the settlements with the county and state would 
be made more prompt, while under the present condition 
many of the collectors of the state hold the money belonging 
to the public treasury of the county or state, for months af- 
ter it is due to have been paid in, under many pretentions 
as to the cause of their delay, while the state and many 
counties are losing the interest on the money that would be 
paid under the state and county depository laws. Such col- 
lectors are accomodating some banking institution, or finan- 
cial institution, in which they have political friends, while 
the state and county suffers. This condition should not be 
allowed to exist. 

We, therefore, recommend that the office of sheriff and 
collector be divided in counties where the assessment. 
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amounts to ten mitlion dollars or more and that the office of 
collector of taxes be created in such counties. We also re- 
commend that the law be so amended as to require collectors 
to make settlement with the county and state immediately 
after the opening of the July term of the county court of the 
respective countiesr 

OMITTED PROPERTY 

The laws of our state should be so amended as to give 
unqualified authority to officials to list and value property 
omitted from the assessment rolls ; as it is quite questiona- 
ble, under the law, whether any authority is vested in any 
source to place omitted property on the assessment rolls 
after the assessment may have been completed. This con- 
dition should not exist and the county clerk, assessor and 
Tax Commission should have full and unlimited authority to 
place any such property on the tax rolls as a delinquent as- 
sessment. 

The law authorizing the collection of back taxes, should 
also be made to apply to partnerships and individuals, in 
so far as omitted property might be concerned if no further. 
There is no just reason why any individual should not be 
amendable to the law for such taxes as they may have escap- 
ed pa3rment of by their failure to list same for taxation, as 
the law requires each person to list his property; yet it is 
very true that our laws make no provision for the collection 
of back taxes against any individual, but it does provide for 
the collection of back taxes from all corporations- 

BANKS OF THE STATE 

A large percent of the banks of the state are fully as- 
sessed, but there are some few in various counties of the 
state, that impose upon the lack of information of the as- 
sessor, and assess their banks at far below other banks of 
the state : This is not fair to those banks that make a proper 
assessment and should be adjusted in some fair and adequate 
manner. It would insure each and every bank in the state 
an equal assessment to that of his associate bank, if each 
of the banks in the state were assessed by the Arkansas Tax 
Commission ; we therefore recommend that all banks in this 
state be assessed by the Tax Commission and let the law be 
so amended as to direct the assessment to be made in this 
manner. 

CO-OPERATION 

This Commission realizes the necessity of earnest co- 
-22- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



operation to reach a higher and more perfect degree of effi- 
ciency in any work, and we find it exceptionally necessary 
in the work of this Commission, and therefore tender to the 
Governor of this state, and the coming legislature, our un- 
qualified co-operation in every matter pertaining to the as- 
sessment, extension and collection of the various taxes of 
the state, and such other matters as may come under our of- 
ficial jurisdiction as commissioners of this state, and ear- 
nestly request that we be called upon freely at such times as 
we may be of service to either of them, and we will gladly 
respond to the best of our ability and with all record infor- 
mation now on file in our office. 
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WE GIVE BELOW, COPY OF THE RE-DRAFT OF THE 
TOWNSHIP ASSESSMENT BILL, THAT WILL BE 
PRESENTED TO THE COMING LEGISLATURE 
TO BE ENACTED INTO LAW. IT IS THE PLAN 
OUTLINED IN SUCH SHAPE AS TO MAKE IT 
SIMPLY IN OPERATION: 

AN ACT TO BE ENTITLED 

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE ASSESSMENT AND 

VALUATION OF THE TAXABLE PROPERTY OF 

THE STATE OF ARKANSAS 

AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 

Be It Enacted By the General Assembly of the State of 
Arkansas : 

Section 1. On or before April 1st of each year the 
county judge of each county in this state shall appoint two 
reputable and intelligent property owners of each township 
in the county, and in each ward of cities of the first class, 
who shall have been residents of said township or ward for 
a period not less than three years prior to said appointment 
who, together with the county tax assessor, shall be known 
as the township board of assessment and valuation for said 
township of ward. The assessor or his duputy shall ad- 
minister the same oath to each member of said board as sub- 
scribed to by him, before any work shall be done by them. 
When any member of said board shall fail to appear for ser- 
vice for any cause, the assessor or his deputy shall appoint 
property owners who shall take the oath herein provided, 
and perform the duties and receive compensation provid- 
ed for the members of said boards. 

Section 2. Each county judge shall, on or before the 
1st day of April, file in duplicate with the county clerk, the 
names and post-office address of the members of said board 
appointed by him; and, the county clerk shall retain the 
original for the files of his office and forward the copy to 
the Arkansas Tax Commission, on or before the second day 
of April each year. 

Section 3. The Arkansas Tax Commission shall pre- 
pare and furnish, at the proper time, to the county clerks 
in this state, copies for all lists, blanks and records to be 
used in the assessment, extension and collection of taxes in 
each county of this state, and the county clerks shall have all 
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such lists, blanks and record books made at the expense of the 
county ; (provided, this shall not apply to poll-tax receipts) ; 
and no lists, blanks or record books shall be used by any of- 
ficial in the assessment, extension or collection of taxes, ex- 
cept as herein provided. The clerk shall, on or before 
April 30th of each year, furnish to the assessor all blanks 
and records necessary for the assessment of personal pro- 
perty; and at the same time, each odd numbered year, shall 
furnish all blanks and records necessary for the assessment 
of real estate, prepared in such form as may be directed by 
the Tax Commission ; and abstracted by the clerk as provid- 
ed in Section 7010 of Kirby's Digest of the laws of Arkan- 
sas, unless otherwise directed by the Arkansas Tax Com- 
mission. 

Section 4. All property in this state shall be assessed 
by the duly authorized authorities according to its value on 
the first day of May. or average as required by law, and the 
county assessor shall publish his notice of dates on or be- 
fore the second Monday in April, annually, in some news- 
paper published in said county, and by posting notices in 
one or more places in each township or ward, that he will, 
beginning on the first Monday in May, and on a day there- 
in named, attend at the usual voting places in said township 
or ward, and such other places as he may designate, for the 
purpose of taking a list of the real and personal property of 
each resident of said township or ward : Also, the per capi- 
ta tax and post-office address of such as are liable to pay said 
tax. and said assessor shall remain in each township or ward 
at least one day, and one day extra for each seventy-five 
voters, if he deems necessary. Upon application by the 
property owner, the assessor shall furnish approprjiate 
printed blanks upon which to list and report the property 
owned by such party subject to taxation. 

Section 5. Each board shall, during the time advertised 
for said township, list and value all real estate situated in 
said township, and designate such sub-division or call of 
land or lots that may be delinquent ; and shall list and value 
all personal property presented to the board by the owner, 
his agent, or by lists furnished by the owner or his agent, 
properly verified, with f ^^ information as to kind, charac- 
ter and value of prop^j^y. Each owner of personal or real 
property in any to^^j^ip in this state shall be required to 
list their property tn be valued for taxation with the board 
of such township ^ '^. g the time said board is sitting; 
each property oivj^ ^^ ^liall be required to answer upon 
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oath, all questions propounded to him by said board, and to 
furnish proof demanded as to purchases, sales, transfers, 
improvements, accounts, notes, stocks, bonds, bank notes, 
bank deposits, marginal and exchange profits, invoices, in- 
surance carried, or any other information requested by 
said board. 

Section 6. If the owner of property is a non-resident of 
the township, unavoidably absent from the county, or phy- 
sically unable to attend the meeting of the board in his 
township, he may have his property listed by agent ; provid- 
ed said agent shall possess, aiid give to the board, full infor- 
mation regarding said property, as above indicated, satis- 
factory to the board, and if not, the board shall list and val- 
ue the property as delinquent and so advise the agent that 
the owner may have same corrected before the board shall 
adjourn, if he desires ; and if the owner has no agent, he 
may furnish a verified list, as above indicated, to each town- 
ship board wherein the property is situated, by filing the 
same with the county assessor on or before the day advertis- 
ed for the assessment of property in said township, who 
any item shall amount to less than $100, it shall be arbi- 
f^hall submit same to the board to be valued; and if said 
list fails to giv€^ sufficient information, it shall be the duty 
of said board to value the property listed, tosrether with 
snch other property as they have reasons to believe is own- 
ed by said persons in such township, as delinquent ; If any 
resident of any township who owns land in said township, 
shall own land in adjoining townships to that of his home 
township, may assess all of said land before the board of 
the township of his residence. 

Section 7. There shall be a penalty of 25% of all taxes 
due on each item or call of real estate and each list of per- 
sonal property delinquent in assessment; and if property 
owned by any person, either real or personal, tangible, shall 
not be listed for taxation as above indicated, shall be delin- 
quent and must be so designated by said board : and the as- 
sessor shall so designate same on his records that the clerk 
may know each lot or call of real estate, and each such list 
of personal property so delinquent ; and it shall be the duty 
of said clerk to affix a penalty of 25% of all taxes due on sairf 
respective items and extend same In the total amount of 
taxes due to be known by the collector of taxes as now pro- 
vided by law; provided, the minimum penalty shall be $1.00 
and where penaltv of 25% of the amount of taxes due on 
trarily placed at $1.00 by said clerk. 
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Sections. There shall be no property unassessed in any 
township when the board adjourns except that part of per- 
sonal property where no one appeared in person, by agent, 
or furnished a list, as herein directed ; and it shall be the 
duty of the two members of the township board of assess- 
ment and valuation to visit the place of residence or busi- 
ness of each delinquent, if necessary, and from all informa- 
tion obtainable, list and value their property of every kind 
and character, both tangible and intangible; and either of 
the members shall be empowered to swear the delinquent 
to his list, with the same effect as if done by the assessor, 
and shall designate the penalty on said list ; and such delin- 
quent assessment shall be delivered to the county assessor, 
duly signed by one or both of the members of said board, 
not later than fifteen days after the adjournment of the 
board for said township ; and the two township members of 
the board may secure such assistance, at their own expense, 
as they deem necessary to complete the work. 

Section 9. The two township members of the board of 
assessment and valuation for each township shall receive 
$3.00 per day for their services on said board, as advertis- 
ed for their township, to he paid by the county, upon certi- 
ficate of the assessor ; and shall receive 50c for each delin- 
quent assessment, when collected by the collector of taxes, to 
be paid by the collector, upon certificate of the assessor, for 
which the collector shall receive credit in his settlement, and 
the balance shall go to the general revenue fund of the coun- 
ty, provided nothing: shall be paid for any delinquent assess- 
ment where the collector of taxes is unable to collect same, 
but the collector shall be required to give the two members 
of the township board a list of those he has been unable to 
collect, and if desired, he shall give either or both, full au- 
thority to collect such delinquents, at least ten days before 
the first Monday in July of each year, that they may pro- 
tect their interevsts, who shall report to the collector on or 
before the 1st Monday in July of each year, such amounts 
as they have collected. 

Section 10. Before any person shall list his property for 
taxation, the assessor, or one of the members of said board, 
shall administer to said person, the following oath, towit: 
"You do solemnly swear, or aflSrm, that you will render a 
true and complete list of all the property subject to taxation, 
either tangible or intangible, in or out of the state, that you 
are required to list in your own name or right, or that of any( 
other person or owner for whom you may be required by 
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law to list for taxation : And» that you will make true and 
perfect answers to any and all questions that may be de- 
manded of you with reference to the amount/ kind, quality 
and value of such property, and any other inquiry by which 
the true amount, kind and value of such property may be as- 
certained, so help you God/' 

All statements made as to amount, kind, character and 
value of any property, when proven to be untrue, shall be 
prima-facia evidence of perjury by such party and the cir- 
cuit judges of this state are required to instruct the grand 
jury of their respective counties to make thorough investi- 
gation of all such false swearing, and that they indict all 
persons guilty under the assessment and revenue laws of 
this state. 

Section 11. Any person who shall be aggreived by the 
action of the board of assessment and valuation, in valuing 
their property, may appeal to the county court, if they ap- 
peared in person, by agent, or furnished a list as required 
by this act, and do not appear as delinquent on the tax re- 
cord ; provided, to take such appeal, the owner shall file peti- 
tion and aflSdavit of appeal with the county clerk, for which 
$100 shall be paid as cost to the clerk, who shall summon 
the members of the board of such township, immediately, 
and issue such process as said board, or the county judge, 
may request for witnesses and evidences of value and 
amount of property ; provided, all appeals must be filed on 
or before the 25th day of September of each year and shall 
have preference over all matters in said court, and shall be 
heard and order made on or before the 3rd Monday in Oc- 
tober ; provided no reduction shall be allowed except on evi- 
dence corroborative of that of the owner ; each petition shall 
be filed in duplicate, and the copy mailed by the clerk to the 
Tax Commission on or before the 26th day of September of 
such year; The clerk shall mail statement to the Tax Com- 
mission on or before the third Mondav in October each year, 
showing owner's name, description of property, and amount 
of deduction allowed by the court on each appeal. 

Section 12. No appeal shall be allowed any property 
owner whose property shall appear of record as delinquent ; 
except, by petition describing the property, value assessed, 
kind and character of said property, amount of reduction 
desired and cause of assessment being delinquent, duly veri- 
fied and filed with the county judge, who shall make such 
recommendation to the Tax Commission as he may see fit, 
by endorsement on said petition, and forward same to the 
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Commission that it may pass on said petition in time for ap- 
peal and return to the clerk ; if the Tax Commission orders 
the clerk to file the appeal he shall do so, and it shall take the 
same course as other petitions for reduction before the 
court, and the property owner shall pay all cost of such ap- 
peal, including witnesses and $3.00 per day for the members 
of the township board attending at said hearing. 

Section 13. The assessor shall, on or before the first 
day of September in each odd-numbered year, file his report^ 
of assessment of real estate with the county clerk in books* 
of the kind and character furnished to him by the county 
clerk for the purpose of assessing such real estate ; provided 
the clerk shall furnish such book with the real estate ab- 
stracted as directed in Section 7010 of Kirby's Digest of the 
laws of Arkansas, unless otherwise directed by the Tax 
Commission ; provided the assessor shall total his record as 
to number of acres of land taxed and value thereof, num- 
ber of town and city lots and value thereof: the assessor 
shall on or before the second Monday in September of each 
year, file his report of assessment of personal property with 
the county clerk in the record book to be used by the coun- 
ty clerk for the extension of taxes, and shall show each item 
by totals in number and value ; provided, the clerk shall not 
receive said reports unless they are in a neat and legible 
manner. 

Section 14. The assessor shall, on or before the third 
Monday in September of each year, report to the Arkansas 
Tax Commission, by total of items and value, the total as- 
sessment of said county made by the township board and the 
Tax Commission on blanks furnished by the Commission, 
and in the manner as directed bv said Commission as to 
kind, character, number and value of all propertv assessed 
for taxation in said county, both tangible and intancrible. 
and such other information as the Commission may demand 
of such assessor. 

Section 15. The Assessor shall receive the following 
compensation for his services: One hundred dollars 
($100.00) for the assessment of acreage lands and improv- 
ments thereon, and fifty dollars ($50.00) for the assessment 
of city and town lots with improvements thereon, and twen- 
ty cents ($.20) per list for each name listed for per capita 
tax or personal property, and all personal property, both 
tangible and intangible, belonging to one individual, com- 
pany or corporation in a township, to be counted as one list 
or name : One fourth of the entire compensation of each 
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clerk for making the original tax books, shall be paid by the 
state and three fourths by the county ; and the county court 
shall examine and approve each such account, if correct, 
and make an order showing the amount due by the state and 
county respectively by items, and directing the clerk to 
draw his warrant on the county treasury for the amount 
due by the county, and forward to the State Auditor a copy 
of said order for payment of the amount due by the state, 
and the Auditor shall submit such claim to the Tax Com- 
4nission for approval, and if approved, shall draw his war- 
rant on the state treasury for said amount: provided, no 
payment shall be made to any assessor for any delinquent 
assessment until same shall have been collected by the col- 
lector of taxes for said county: provided, this Act shall 
not repeal or amend any Act naming a salary for any coun- 
ty officer, except as to amount to be paid by county and 
state. 

Section 16. All omitted property of any character, 
tangible or intanerible, that has been left off the tax rolls for 
any cause, shall be listed by the clerk, who shall notify the 
tax assessor of the listing of said property and it shall be 
his duty to appear at the office of the clerk, at once, and 
place a value on said property and designate same as delin- 
auent : The Tax Commission shall have authority to order 
the clerk to place any property on the record for taxation, 
that may have been omitted, with such value as it may ad- 
vise : It shall be the duty of each officer, or person, in 
every county in this state to advise the Tax Commission of 
any property known to them that mav have been omitted 
from the tax rolls for any cause, and all such property shall 
be valued by the Tax Commission and certified to the coun- 
ty clerk as delinauent. and the clerk shall place such- pro- 
perty on the assessment record, as delinquent, and extend 
the taxes thereon. 

Section 17. Any tax commissioner, state officer, 
county officer, or member of any township board of assess- 
ment and valuation in this state who shall fail or refuse to 
comply with the provisions of this Act unless prevented by 
sickness or unavoidable casualty, shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
any sum not less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor 
more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each separate 
act in violation hereof; and it shall be the duty of each 
prosecuting attorney in this state to submit all information 
regarding such violation that may come to him from any 
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source, to the grand jury of the county in which such viola- 
tion occurred, for their investigation and action. 

Section 18. That Act 234 of the Acts of 19i7 and Act 
124 of the Acts of 1913, and all other laws in conflict here- 
with, are hereby repealed, and this Act, being necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and 
safety, an emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this 
Act shall take effect and be in force from and after its pas- 
sage. 
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FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS BY 
A. G. MARTINEAU, Ghairman 

ARKANSAS TAX COMMISSION. 



INTRODUCTORY 



The Arkansas Tax Commission is pleased to present 
this biennial report of its work for the calendar years 
1917-18. It shows the largest assessments in the history of 
the state. These assessments were achieved primarily 
under the "Township Assessment Act." An increased val- 
uation of public utilities of the state bringing them to a 
higher valuation than ever before, is to be noted ; also an in- 
creased franchise tax collected to the state in 1917-18 by 
$201,275.00, the largest derived under these laws in any 
years since their enactment in Arkansas. 

WORK OF BI-ENNIAL PERIOD, 1917-18. 

During this period, the Commission has been engaged 
mainly in the work of county and township assessors, ot- 
which there are seventy-five (75) county assessors and 
more than five thousand (5,000) township assessors ; in the 
valuation and assessment of public utilities ; in an investi- 
gation and listing omitted property; in the equalization 
of property in the various counties and their sub-divisions ; 
in the investigation and assessment of the annual franchise 
tax ; and in carrying on the work of the assessment of real 
and personal property, under the township assessment, in- 
tangible and percentage and equalization acts which be- 
came effective respectively, March 12, 17th and 17th, 1917. 

INCREASES UNDER TOWNSHIP ASSESSMENT. 

The total increase in the assessment of the state for 
1918, as compared with 1916, was $105,287,726. The to- 
tal assessment in 1918 was $555,378,960, as compared with 
$450,091,234 in 1916. The real estate assessment in 1918 
totaled $364,449,978 as compared with $328,062,572 in 1916 
an increase of $36,387,406. The personal property assess- 
ment in 1918 totaled $190,928,982. as compared with $12^,- 
028,662 in 1916, an increase of $68,900,320. 

NEW LEGISLATION 

The General Assembly of 1917 and our chief executive 
pave much time and attention to tax legislation. The result 
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was, the enactment of three progressive tax laws. These 
are Acts 234, 262 and 263 of the acts of 1917. They chang- 
ed abnost completely the method of listing and assessing all 
property for taxation, and make substantial improvements 
in the system of assessment and carry suggestions for im- 
proved administration. They relate solely to the assess- 
ment and equalization of property and are of special im- 
portance to all taxpayers. It is believed best to call atten- 
tion to each act and its provisions separately. 

ACT 263 

This act, briefly stated, provides that all property in 
the state be assessed upon a percentage basis of full value, 
that basis, to be fixed annually by the Tax Commission 
and certified to the county assessor and clerk of each county 
of the state. It also provides for equalization by the Tax 
Commission as between counties* its subdivisions or any 
taxing unit of a county and the equalization of individual 
assessments 

Before this enactment all property in the state was re- 
quired to be assessed at actual cash or market value. It 
was manifest to every observing taxpayer that property 
was not assessed at an amount even approaching 100% of 
actual value and that assessments in the several countie5 
and taxing units of the state ran anywhere from 25% U 
60% of actual value. This act has accomplished much gooa 
toward effecting equality and uniformity in assessments, 
and the Commission has consistently enforced its provisions. 
As it relates to equalization this act is comulative to sub- 
division 6 of section 12 of act 257 of the acts of the general 
assembly of 1909, which created the Commission. This 
section of act 257 of 1909 provides that before the Conmiis- 
sion can equalize between counties or its sub-divisions it 
must first propose its increase or decrease and serve it up- 
on the county iudge in the county affected and also give 20 
days notice of it in some newspaper published in the county. 
The Commission does not object to giving the taxpayers in 
any county or taxing unit affected notice as required, but it 
calls your attention to the fact that such long, technical and 
cumberson procedure renders equalization by the Conmiis- 
sion almost prohibitive. It suggests to you that an easy and 
simple method of procedure to effect equalization should be 
adopted. It believes that five days notice to the County 
Judge of any county affected would be ample. When it is 
considered that the Commission is required to review and 
equalize the assessments of more than fifteen hundred 
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(1,500) taxing units in the state within a period of twenty 
five days, it appears reasonable that some method of pro- 
cedure should be adopted that would be workable and yet 
be fair, both to the taxpayer and the state. 

ACT 262. 

The purpose of this act is to reach the assessment to a 
limited extent of certain classes of "intangible values*' of 
certain corporations. 

Section 1 of this act provides for the assessment of the 
value of the shares of stock of certain classes bf corpora- 
tions less the value of the real estate of such corporations. 
The corporations embraced in this class are all domestic cor- 
porations engaged in life, fire, live stock, accident or other 
kinds of insurance business or in any kind of security, guar- 
anty, bonding or indemnity business or any kind of invest- 
ment, loan or trust business. This section is defective in 
that it does not provide for the assessment of mutual cor- 
porations of this class having no capital stock, neither is it 
sufficiently clear as to whether it includes, the assessment 
of bank stock. However, the Commission holds that banks 
should be assessed under this section except as tp their real 
property. This section should be re-enacted or amended,* so 
as to cover these two defects. 

Section 2 of this act proposes to assess the intangible 
value commonly known as "corporate excess value*' of in- 
dustrial corporations both foreign and domestic or of all 
corporations owning or operating property in this state ex- 
cept those mentioned in section 1 above and all corporations 
required to be assessed by the Tax Commission. It also pro 
poses to increase or reduce this intangible or corporate ex- 
cess value in assessment to the amount of the corporation's 
over or under assessment of tangible property in this state. 
The purpose and spirit of this section are commended and if 
it had been drawn with sufficient provisions to cover that 
which it was intended to cover, it would have very accepta- 
bly filled a much needed vacancy in our assessment laws, but 
the Commission is compelled to advise that the law falls far 
short of its purpose, leaving the Commission to supplement 
its provisions by the appWcation of blank forms and reading 
into its provisions tlie rules of inter-state comity, equity and 
justice, and in this ^aV making it a passably, workable act. 
As to this section's ^Implication to the assessment of the cor- 
porate excess valy^ yf oreign Corporations it is wholly in- 
adequate, since it ^ ^^jdes for all of such assessment to be 
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assessed in this state though only a small part of its tangi- 
ble property may be situated here. 

This Commission reconamends that this act be so amend 
ed as to assess only that part of a corporation's corporate 
excess value as the total value of its tangible property in this 
state bears to its total tangible value wherever located. It 
is believed that equity and justice in taxation demand this. 

ACT 234. 

This act is commonly known as the "Township Assess- 
ment Bill." Briefly stated, it completely revolutionized the 
plan of assessment in this state, fixed the "political town- 
ship" as the unit for the assessment of all property, both 
real and personal of every kind and character in it by a 
board composed of the county assessor or his deputy and 
two citizens and taxpayers residing in the township. It 
conferred upon the township assessors equal jurisdiction 
with the county assessor in the assessment of property in 
their township and imposed upon them the duty of listing 
and assessing all delinquent property in their township. 

Most excellent results are shown in the operation of 
its provisions. To appreciate its superiority and efficiency 
over the old plan of assessment one only needs to know the 
splendid results achieved under its practical operation the 
past two years and that too, in the face of its late passage 
just before the time for beginning the assessments in 1917, 
not giving ample time for assessors or taxpayers to become 
acquainted with its provisions. / 

Out of respect,courtesy and appreciation to the mem- 
bers of the various township boards, the Commission ear- 
nestly and conscientiously state that they, with few excep- 
tions discharged their duties, earnestly, honestly and effi- 
ciently, and evinced a fearless will-power to list all the pro- 
perty in their respective townships as the law requires. 

This act and this plan of assessmjent are in their initial 
state and infancy in this state. Its practical application 
has shown its weak points and wherein it is lacking in pro- 
visions to make it more applicable to present needs and con- 
ditions. It carries the principal provisions for the town- 
ship ^assessment of property but in detail it does not de- 
velop sufficient strength to carry out the township assess- 
ment idea or to meet fully real existing conditions so as to 
require an easy, simple and thorough assessment of property 
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in each township. The Commission recommejods that this 
act be rewritten and amended as to its detail provisions. 

INCREASES UNDER TOWNSHIP ASSESSMENT 

The following figures speak for its commendation to the 
citizens and taxpayers of the state. By the listing of omit- 
ted property and the equalization of property already listed 
the total assessment on personal property increased in 1917 
$37,900,320 over 1916 and in 1918 $31,000,000 over 1916. 
Real property is assessed only biennially in the odd number- 
ed year. By equalization real property assessments in 1917 
'Showed an increase of $36,387,406 over 1915. In brief, the 
total assessment of all property for this biennial period, 
1917-18, increased $105,287,726 over the last biennial per- 
iod, 1915-16. No such showing in increase or equalization 
in assessment, not even half this amount, has ever been 
made before in any biennial period in the history of this 
state. 

SUPERVISION OF ASSESSING OFFICIALS BY COM- 
MISSION. 

The Commission has made an honest effort to carry out 
the Mandates of the General Assembly relative to new legis- 
lation, as well as all other assessment laws, in such a way as 
would obtain reasonable and efficient results. Immediate- 
ly after the passage of the three acts, the Tax Commission 
had them printed together with forms and letters of ex- 
planation and instructions and mailed such literature to 
each county official and township assessor in the state, and 
upon request to many citizens and taxpayers. The Com- 
mission also divided the state into three districts of twen- 
ty five counties each and assigned to each commissioner 
one district. The Commjission immediately fixed dates at 
the County Seat of every County in the state and called a 
meetincT of all county officials and township assessors to meet 
at such time and place for a general explanation and discus- 
sion of all assessment laws, laying special stress upon the 
three new acts. These meetings were attended and much 
interest manifested. 

The results of this organized effort of supervision on 
the part of the Commission were very gratifying. The as- 
sessing officials obtained a more extensive idea of their du- 
ties, became imbued with more pep, vim, energy and ambi- 
tion to do their duty honestly and efficiently. 
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FRANCHISE TAXES 

The Commission has given much time and very careful 
attention to the solution of problems embodied in the re- 
ports of foreign and domestic corporations under the fran- 
chise tax act. 1073 foreign and 4717 domestic corporations 
made reports to the Commission during this biennial per- 
iod. 



The Commission encounters many difficulties in secur- 
ing these reports and in maintaining a proper mailing list. 
Many corporations do not give a proper mailing address at 
the time of their incorporation and others do not notify the 
Secretary of State of their dissolution or withdrawal and 
hence it becomess very difficult to keep a proper mailing 
list. In order to secure uniformity and simplify the prob- 
lems of reporting and determining this tax, the Commission 
is required to furnish blank fomi reports. However, the 
responsibility of filing this report is upon the corporation 
and failure to do so does not relieve the corporation of the 
duty of reporting, avoid the tax, or relieve it of the penalty 
for non-pajnnent of the tax. Further difficulties have aris- 
en since the requirements of federal laws have somewhat 
confused the minds of many company officials as to the 
number of reports, state and federal, they are required 
to make. 

In the collection of these reports the commission has co- 
operated most heartily with the office of the Attorney Gener- 
al, so that the tax may be paid as nearly as possible up to 
date. The Commission has received several hundred delin- 
quent reports and checked off its records several hundred 
corporations that have voluntarily ceased to do business in 
the state. Experience in this work has demonstrated clear- 
ly the urgent necessity of carefully tracing these reports 
each year, if the state is to receive its full revenue. 

^RECOMMENDATIONS RELATIVE TO FRANCHISE 
TAX LAWS. 

The results of this law have been very gratifying and 
satisfactory. However, experience in its operations has 
shown wherein it should be changed in details. The Com- 
mission respectfully recommends that this law be amended 
as set out in a bill drawn by this departmient. 
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CORPORATIONS SHOULD BE CLASSIFIED IN THE 
APPLICATION OF A FRANCHISE TAX AND AN EX- 
CISE TAX ON GROSS RECEIPTS LEVIED ON CER- 
TAIN CLASSES. 

Briefly, without submitting argument in support of it, 
the Commission wishes to recommend further, relative to 
the franchise tax law, that corporations should be classified 
and that an excise tax on gro^s receipts on intra state 
business should be levied against certain classes such as 
steam railroads, street, suburban and interurban railways, 
express, telegraph and pipe line companies and telephone, 
electric light, natural and artificial gas, water works, water 
transportation, heating and cooling, messenger, signal and 
depot companies. Also that different rates may be applied 
to the several classes as may seem proper to meet their real 
conditions. 

ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES. 

There is considerable increase placed upon the property 
of public utilities for the biennial period as compared with 
the last one. These assessments in 1918 amounted to 
$18,628,664 more than in 1916. The largest increases are 
in the properties of railroads, pipe lines and light plants. 
The following table shows the figures for the years 1918 and 
1916 and increases. 

TOTAL VALUATION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES 



Classes of Prop. 


1918 Val. 


1916 Val. 


Increase 


Steam' Ry. Prop 


$97,100,014 


$85,682,376 


$11,237,638 


Sleep Car prop 


772,174 


553,653 


218,528 


Express Property. 


905,794 


644,930 - 


260,864 


Telegraph Property 


1,719,896 


1,075,450 


, 644,446 


Telephone Property 


3,364,628 


2,942,443 


422,185 


Pipe Line — 


4,117,363 


1,855,770 


2,261,591 


Pub. Util. Prop. _- 


9,378,468 


6,124,840 


3,253,628 


Ferry & Bdg prop. 


2,565,893 


2,346,450 


219,443 


Private Car 


374,275 


'63,929 


110,346 


Totals— 


120,298.508 


101,669,844 


18,628,664 



From the above table it is shown that the total increases 
on this class of property in 1918 was $18,628,664 over 1916. 
This is a considerable increase and is due in most part to 
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the fact that these companies are enjoying the largest and 
most lucrative business that has ever fallen to their let in the 
history of the state. 

STATE EQUALIZATION 

Much has been accomplished in the equalization of pro- 
perty during this biennial period by the Tax Commission 
and by county and local assessing officials as well. The 
Commission has insisted stoutly upon a strict adherence to 
that provision of act No. 263 which requires all assessing offi 
cials and equalizing bodies to assess and equalize all proper- 
ty in every taxing unit of the state at a uniform percentage 
of actual value, such percentage to be fixed and certified an- 
nually by the Tax Commission to assessing officials in every 
county in the state. It is the design and purpose of this sta- 
tute to produce equality and uniformity of assessment 
throughout the state and from experience and review of as- 
sessment records the Commission is satisfied that much good 
and effective work has been accomplished in state equaliza- 
tion. 

The Commission by petition from taxpayers and upon 
its own motion has reviewed and equalized the assessments 
in 6. counties or subdivisions of these counties. In some 
instances assessments were increased and in other instances 
assessments were decreased the sole purpose of the Commis 
sion being to approximate equality and uniformity in assess- 
ments of the various classes of property as between counties 
and their subdivisions. The counties embracing this list 
were Benton, Washington, Logan, Montgomery, Lonoke and 
Lawrence. 

ASSESSMENTS 

Personal property of every description is assessed an- 
nually and real property biennially in the odd numbered 
year. Under the township assessment act passed in March 
1917, each property owner is responsible for his property 
tax return, which must be filed with the county assessor or 
township board between the first Monday in June and the 
time for closing the assessment as prescribed in the county 
assessors annual tax notice for the assessment of property 
in the political township in which the property to be assess- 
ed is located. If the property owner fails to make return 
by such time, then the township assessors list the property 
as delinquent and the taxpayer suffers the loss of a 25% pen- 
alty of the amount of taxes due on such assessment list, and 
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if the penalty be less than $1.00 the minimum^ penalty of 
one dollar. 

The township boards are assessors of all the property, 
both personal and real, in their respective townships, except 
such property as is required to be assessed by the Arkansas 
Tax Commission. Parties aggrieved as to assessments 
made against their property by any township board may 
petition the county court for reduction any time during 
the Oct. term of the court only having jurisdiction to reduce 
such assessments to the percentage at which property is to 
be assessed for such year as fixed and certified to the county 
clerk by the Tax Commission. The petitioner, or any Tax- 
payer upon the part of the state, if not satisfied with the de- 
cision rendered by the county court, may appeal to the cir- 
cuit court and thence to the supreme court. Any party 
aggrieved as to the assessment placed against his property 
by the tax comtnission may petition the Commission for re- 
duction before or during the time it sits as a state equaliza- 
tion board in Nov. of the year in which the assessment is 
made. No right of appeal from the decision of this board 
is provided by law and no county, district or state court has 
jurisdiction to review the action of this board as to its 
judgment in fixing any assessment. The work of the Com- 
mission pertains solely to assessment and equalization. 

REASSESSMENTS 

The reassessment of property in a county or any tax- 
ing unit of a county has been tried out in the states of Wis- 
consin and Michigan and the law has proved to be a great 
success and its results have been very gratifying to assess- 
ing officials. 

The immediate object of a reassessment is to correct in- 
equalities of the assessment roll under review and to im- 
prove assessment conditions in the taxing unit affected. 
The policy and value of it lies chiefly in its preventive and 
corrective effects on indifferent assessors and on backward 
or rebellious comm,unities. The first step is to investigate 
the taxing units of which complaint is made and a hearing 
held in each. Such hearing will, of course, be attended by 
the officers and interested taxpayers of such districts and 
the character of the assessment be inquired into and its 
discrepancies and inequalities pointed out and exposed to 
the community. Such publicity will stimulate assessors 
and taxpayers alike and aid materially in securing a more 
equal and uniform assessment. 
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The Wisconsin Tax Commission, in its 1914 report has 
the following to say as to its experience under its reassess- 
ment statute : 

"The first reassessment after the Daniels decision was 
that of the City of Janesville for the year 1911, while mon- 
eys and credits were still taxable. A comparison of the 
reassessment with the original assessment in that case 
shows a range of from 17 per cent to 88 per cent in the as- 
sessment of a different statuary classes of property. The 
average ratio in the case of personal property was 55% per 
cent in the case of real estate 72 per cent. Automobiles 
were assessed at 88% per cent of true value, while pianos 
and organs were assessed at only 31% per cent. Bank 
stock was assessed at about 80 per cent of its value, while 
moneys ajid credits were assessed at less than 17 per cent, 
and the statutory group of all other personal property at 
33 1-3 per cent. It was found necessary to increase the as- 
sessment of money and credits 498 per cent ; pianos and or- 
gans 217 per cent, and automobiles only 13 per cent, to raise 
them to true value. The inequality in the assessment of pro- 
perty of the same class belonging to different owners showed 
even greater disparity. One assessment of merchants' 
stock had to be increased 1000 per cent to place it on a full 
value basis. 

The City of Racine was reassessed for the year 1912 and • 
the result showed that while the average of all property had 
been been assessed on a basis of 51 per cent of true value, 
bankstocks were assessed at 69% per cent, merchants' stocks 
at 55 per cent, automobiles at 41 per cent, wagons, carria- 
ges and sleighs at 20 per cent and horses at only 12 1-2 per 
cent. The reassessment disclosed about ten times as^m^ny 
hordes, six times as many wagons, carriages and sleighs, 
1 1-2 times as many automobiles, and four times as much mis 
cellaneous property as the original assessment showed. 
Horses had to be increased 702 per cent, wagons, carriages 
and sleighs 404 per cent, steam and other vessels, 323 per 
cent, all other property 108 per cent, and real estate 92 per 
cent, in order to place them on a true value basis. Only 722 
assessments of merchants' stock appeared on the original 
rolL while the reassessment showed 1002. Fifteen saloon- 
keepers were assessed for stocks and fixtures under the ori- 
ginal assessment, as against 143 under the reassessment. 
The tax rate was reduced from .02231 under the original as- . 
sessment to .011 under the reassessment." 

"Justice in taxation can only be attained by strict com- 
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pliance with the law. This is proven by universal exper- 
ience. There is no other way. With rare exceptions, when 
an assessor violates the law and sets up a standard of hia own 
he either inflicts an injury upon some individual taxpayer 
or else he does injustice to every taxpayer in the state. As 
a general rule every step he takes outside the straight and 
narrow path provided by the law leads to greater and more 
glaring inequalities, and in many cases * * * degenerates 
into a mere travesity on justice." 

The Commission recommends the passage of an act 
similar to the one now in force in Wisconsin. 

PRIVATE CORPORATE PROPERTY SHOULD BE 
REVIEWED AND EQUALIZED BY THE TAX 
COMMISSION 

Corporations other than public utilities companies are 
required to list for taxation, all their property both personal 
and real, including moneys and credits of the corporation, 
within the state, at such per centage of full or market value 
as may be fixed by the tax Commission and file such state- 
mients with the county assessors of the counties where the 
property is situated, together with a statement of the 
amount of the property in each political township therein 

Under our present methods of assessment private cor- 
porate property is treated, considered and assessed as if it 
did not belong to a unity. Each item of material property 
is considered separately, the aggregate of these constituting 
the value of the whole. All lands, buildings and machinery 
are valued and treated separately with no consideration giv- 
en to their value as being parts of a working unit. In some 
instances, the material property considered in this way may 
represent the true value of the corporation while in many 
other instances the value would be far in excess of such 
amount because the corporation by reason of existing con- 
ditions or superior management and the business operating 
as a unit may be earning dividends on the investment. 

In asking for a review and equalization of corporate 
assessments, the Commission disclaims any intention to 
criticise or reflect on assessors but it is clearly apparent 
that few, if any possess any expert knowledge of the value of 
such property. They are forced to work under bad poli- 
tical influences. The work is technical and difficult, the 
corporation not being required to report its business, in- 
vestment, income or net profits. The lack of systematic 
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records, sufficient information, familiarity and training in- 
corporate work, renders an assessor of unusual force and 
rare ability, to say nothing of the average assessor, an easy 
victim of corporate intelligence. Our present method of 
assessing the property of private corporations is objection- 
able because in effect it is a self assessment, making the 
officers of the company the assessors of their property for 
taxation. 

The Commission recommends the passage of an act, re- 
quiring private corporations to file duplicates of their pro- 
perty returns made to assessors and the assessments of such 
property as made by township boards with the Tax Com- 
mission that it may investigate, review and equalize by 
raising or lowering the assessments made by local asses- 
sors of all corporate property not now required to be assess- 
ed by the Tax Commission. 

REVENUE LAWS SHOULD BE REVISED AND 
REINACTED. 

The revenue laws have not been reinacted since 1885. 
This was 34 years ago.. Since that time many revenue acts 
have been amended and new ones passed and the state has 
had a wonderful growth in wealth and prosperity. Its ec- 
onomic, commercial and industrial conditions have expand- 
ed to wonderful proportions presenting a completely 
changed condition to what existed at that time. It is true 
that each succeeding General Assembly has passed new acts 
and amended old ones, but it is equally true that this was 
done without full knowledge of existing laws and conditions 
and it necessarily stands to reason that our present revenue 
laws are not as harmonious and effective as they should be. 
Economic, Commercial and Industrial conditions have out 
grown our present revenue laws. They are crude/ ante- 
quated and inadequate to our present needs and conditions. 

The Commission heartily recommends the revision of 
our revenue laws by a board of 5 or 7 members, as the wis- 
dom of the General Assembly may direct, to be composed of 
the three members of the Tax Commission and 2 or 4 other 
members who are known to possess training, ability and ex- 
perience on questions of taxation. Such board to report 
a bill covering a revision of our revenue laws to the General 
Assembly of 1920. . . ,, 

A. C. MARTINEAU, 
Chairman of the Arkansas Tax Commission. 
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ASSESSMENT BY COUNTIES FOR 1917. 

Total by counties for all property showing gain over 1916. Full 
value per acre of acrage land as fixed by Commission. County 
Boards assessed values per acre, and percentage of full value. 

Table No. 1. 
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ASSESSMENT BY COUNTIES FOR 1917.— Continued. 
Table No. 1.— Continued. 
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SHOWING ASSESSMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES BY THE ARKANSAS 

TAX COMMISSION FOR THE YEARS 1916, 1917, 1918, AND 
INCREASE AND DECREASE IN AMOUNT OF TAXABLE VALUATION 

FOR THOSE YEARS 
Table No. 7. 

^ TOTAL VALUATION FOR 1916, $7^42,210, 



NAME OF CORPORATION 



1917 



Arkansas Light & Power Co. 
Arkansas Public Service Co. 

Arkansas Water Co. 

Ark. Public Utility Co. 

Arkansas Northwestern Co.. 
Atkins Elec. Lt. & Pow. Co. 

Ark. Natural Gas Co. -^ 

Beebe Light Plant 

Berryville Milling Co. 

Booser (Geo. A.) Light Co,- 

Bransford, Lt. & Wat. Co 

Brinkley Water & Light Co. 
Central Heating & Mfg. Oo.- 
Chicot Light & Power Co, - 

Cit. Ice & Pub. Utility Co 

Citizens Light Plant 

Citizens Electric Co. 

Clear Creek Oil & Gas Co.— 

Consumers Gas Co. .. 

Cotton Plant Lt. & Pow. Co. 
Coal District Power Co. -— 

Crow Oil & Gas Co 

Central Power & Light Co.- 

Consumers Water Co. 

Commonwealth Pub. Ser. Co 
Danville Elec. Light Co. —J 
Des Arc Light & Power Co.- 
Earl Light, Water & Ice Co.. 
Benton Elec. Light & Pow Go 

Eureka Traction Co. 

Eureka Springs Elec. Co. 

Enterprise Lt. & Power Co— 
Fayetteville Gas & Elec. Co. 
Ft. Smith Lt. & Traction Co. 
Fordyce Light & Power Co. 

Gates Lumber Co. 

Gentry Heat.. Lt. & Wat. Co. 
Green Forrest Milling Co. - 

Gurdoo fJlec. Co. 

Harrison Gas & Elec. Co.— 
Harrisburg Lt. & Pow. Co- 
Haygood Sem. Lt. & Trac Co 
Hazen Light & Power Co. -_ 

Helena Water Co. 

Helena Gas & Elec. Co 

Hot Springs Water Co. 

Hot Springs St. Ry. Co 

Inter-City Terminal Co. 



489,038 

41,800 

930,613 

5,500 

13,000 

5,000 

1,636,148 

750 

8,000 

6,150 

4,500 

25,000 

40,000 

3,816 

3,750 

3,000 

337,267 

209,699 

168,600 

6,000 

40,155 

62,500 



2,500 
5,000 
12,000 
10,000 
5,000 
6,000 

""Yo'.ooo 

1,005,300 

25,000 

1.000 

2,000 

5,000 

6,000 

25,000 

7.000 

1,500 

4,500 

80,000 

281.686 

243,075 

161,150 

40.000 



1918 



390,615 

54,883 

940,120 

6,050 

14,300 

7,000 

1,930,416 

3,660 

8,800 

6,000 

4,500 

25,650 

41,530 

3,812 

4,125 

4,000 

456,890 

216,796 

196,175 

6,650 

53,994 

17,375 

53,819 

35,341 

66,369 

2,750 

4,500 

13,200 

10,000 

5,000 

6,000 

1,000 

70,461 

950,705 

31,260 

1,000 

2,200 

5,000 

6,600 

25,254 

8.300 

1,650 

4,500 

78,736 

309,598 

180,652 

253,376 

44,000 



Gain 



13,083 

9,507 

550 

1,300 

2,000 

294,268 

2,910 

800 



650 
1,530 



375 

1,000 

119.623 

7.097 

27,575 

650 

13,839 





45,125 


53,819 

35,341 

66,369 

250 


Yob 


1,200 

Y,o6o 

461 


164^295 


6,260 





200 

"600 

254 

1,300 

150 



27,575 



92,226 
4,000 



Loss 



$ 98,423 



150 



1,264 
'62423 
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SHOWING ASSESSMENT OF PUBUC UTIUTIES BY THE ARKANSAS 

TAX COMMISSION FOR THE YEARS 1916, 1917, 1918, AND 

INCREASE AND DECREASE IN AMOUNT OF TAXABLE VALUATION 

FOR THOSE YEARS 
Table No. 7.— Continued. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 


1917 


1918 

1 


Gain 


Loss 


Lake Villagre Lt. & Pow. Co. 

LasaUe OU & Gas Co 

Lambe Denmark Lt. & W. Co 

Lewisville Lt. & Wt. Co 

Little Rock Gas & Fuel Co. 
Little Rock Ry. & Elec. Co. 
Luxora Lt. Wat. & Bow. Co. 

Madden Lumber Co. 

Mam. Spgs. Light Co 

Mays Mfg. Co. 

Mo. S. E. Utilities Co 


8,000 

25,000 

7,600 

4,500 

650,000 

2,225,000 

4,000 

1,500 

50,000 

4,000 

70,000 

10,000 

2,500 

4,000 

5,000 

3,000 

3,000 

825,000 

9,500 

10,000 

3.500 

1,323,160 

54,000 

290,000 

5,000 

236,340 

90,000 

106,419 

42,514 

9.000 

35,000 

1,500 

90,000 

75,000 

4,000 


7,770 

53,841 

8,000 

4,500 

795,160 

2,294,515 

4,400 

1,650 

51,150 

4,400 

69,946 

11,000 

2,500 

4,000 

5,500 

3,300 

4,000 

669,204 

10,450 

10,000 

3,850 

1,916,276 

54,307 

292,198 

5,500 

204,275 

101,478 

120,972 

40365 

9,900 

33,997 

1,650 

90,165 

36,500 

4,000 




230 


28341 
400 

"Y45,i60 

69,515 

400 

150 

1,150 

400 


64 


Nashville Ice & Coal Co 

Ozark Light & Mfg. Co 


1,000 




Ozark Elec. Lt. & Pow. Co. 
Paris Elec. Lt. & Pow. Co — 
Pangbum Elec. Lt & P. Co. 

Peden (J.H.) Elec. Co. 

Pine Bluff Co. 


ioo 

300 
1,000 

950 

360 

593,116 

307 

2,198 

500 

'"* n',478 
14,553 

900 




Pochahontas Lt. & Pow. Co. 
Poinsett Lum. & Mfg. Co.— 

Prairie Grove Elec. Co 

Prairie Pipe Line Co 

Rogers Lt. & Water 'Co 

South'wem. Gas & Elec. Co. 
Springdale Light & Wt. Co. 
South'westn. Gen. Gas Co. — 

Texarkana Water Co. 

Twin City Pipe Line Co. 

Van Buren Water Co. 

Waldron Light & Ice Co 

Warren Light & Wat. Co.— 


155,796 

'"32,065 

1,649 
"1,003 


West Fork Electric Co 

W. Helena Consolidated Co.- 
-Wild- Cat Oil & Gas Co 


150 
165 


"'38,'50b 


Williams & Freeman Light 
Water & Power Co 






Totals, (1916) $7,942,210- 


$12,501,030 


$13,495,831 


$1,686,095 


$591,631 



Net Gain, 1917 — 
Net Gain, 1918 



$4,558,820. 
$1,094,464. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ASSESSMENTS OF TELEPHONES BY TAX COMMISSION, IN THE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS FOR 1917 AND 1918, Showing irain and loss in 
assessed values. 
Table No. 8. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 



1917 



1918 



Gain 



Loss 



The Arkansas Telephone Co. 

The Adkins Telephone Co. 

The Alma Telephone Exchange _. 

The Antione Telephone Co. 

The Avoca Telephone Co. 

The Arch Street Telephone Co. 

The Ark. & Okla. Tel. Co. 

The Andrews (F.) Telephone Co.— 

The Arkana Line Telephone Co. 

The Barron (W. N.) Telephone Co.— 
The Raskin (B. O.) Telephone Co. — 

The Bald Knob Telephone Co. 

The Barber Greenwood Tel. Co. 

The Bienville Line Tel. Co. 

The Berryville Tel. Co. 

The Beck Telephone Co. « 

The Big Flat Telephone Co. 

The Billingsley Telephone Co. 

The Boonville Telephone Co. 

The Black Springs Telephone Co. — 

The Bone (A. S.) Tel. Co 

The Boone Telephone Co. 

The Buford Line Tel. Co. 

The Bearden Telephone Co. 

The Caulksville Rural Tel. Co. 

The Canfield Line Rural Tel. Co. 

The Camp (W. J.) Telephone Co. — 

The Cave Springs Tel. Co. 

The Carlisle Tel. Co. 

The Cane Hill & Stilwell Tel. Co. 

The Cabot Telephone Co. 

The Centerton Rund Tel Co 

The Centerton Tel. Co. 

The Champion Line Telephone Co. .- 

The Charlotte Line Tel. Co. 

The Chappie Line Ttl. Co. 

The Choctaw Tel. Co. 

Thl6 Citizens Tel. Co. (Scott Co.) 

The Citizens Tel. Co., (Sebastian Co.) 
Th« Citizens Tel. Co. (Logan Co.).. 
The Cincinnati Far. Mut. Tel. Co. — 
The Citizens Ice & Public Utilities 

Company, Telephone Co. 

The ainton & Shirley Tel. Co. 

The Clarendon Tel. Co. 

The Corley Tel. Co. 

The Cooper Tel. Asso. 

The Colfax Rural Tel. Co. 

The Cox (H. N.) Tel. Co. 

The Coming Tel. Co. 

The Crittenden Tel. Co. l~_— - 



14,376 

4^035 

1,700 

800 

125 

280 

2,293 

165 

New 

375 

205 

1,100 

985 

200 

4310 

2,330 

469 

250 

756 

2,730 

375 

15,280 

100 

2,719 

469 

120 

768 

700 

2,680 

5,100 

1,504 

156 

905 

100 

250 

160 

750 

882 

6,000 

31,010 

663 

3,680 

2,490 

6,891 

150 

587 

105 

2,070 

7,395 

820 



13,747 

4,100 

1,870 

1,040 

137 

270 

2,521 

170 

110 

412 

225 

1,100 

1,083 

220 

4,500 

2,007 

515 

275 

831 

2,320 

412 

14300 

110 

2,392 

515 

132 

844 

770 

2,948 

5,610 

1,550 

171 

878 

110 

275 

176 

825 

969 

6,000 

32,633 

729 

4,048 

2,610 

6,850 

165 

645 

115 

2,320 

8,134 

902 



$ — . 


$ 529 


65 




170 




240 




12 






10 


228 




5 




110 




37 




20 




98 




20 






310 




323 


46 




25 




75 




_ 


410 


37 






480 


10 




^^ 


327 


46 




12 




76 




70 




268 




510 




10 




15 






27 


10 




25 




16 




75 




87 




'"i.623 




66 




368 




120 






41 


15 




58 




10 




250 




739 




82 
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ASSESSMENTS OF TELEPHONES BY TAX COMMISSION, IN THE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS FOR 1917 AND 1918, Showing gain and loss in 
assessed values. 
Table No. 8.— Continued. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 




The Crossett Lumber Tel. Co. 

The Culp-McPherson Tel. Co. 

The Des Arc & DeValls Bluff Tel. Co. 

The DeQueen Tel. Co. 

The Denver Independent Tel. Co. 

The Dalark Telephone Co. 

The Dale Tel. Co. 

The Delight Tel. Co. 

The Dover Telephone Co. 

The Drew Tel. Co. 

The Elkins Rural Tel. Co. 

The Elkins Tel. Co. 

The Emerson Tel. Co. 

The Enterprise Tel. Co. 

The Everton Tel. Co. 

The England Tel. Co. 

The Edwards (C. E.) Tel. Co. 

The Elmore Telephone Co. 

The Farmers Mut. (Prairie Grove) — 

The Farmers Mut. (Lincoln) 

The Farmers Mut. (Washington) 

The Far. Rural Line (N. Ed'nburg)_ 
The Farmers Rural Line (Warren)-. 

The F«lker Tel. Co. 

The Foreman Tel. Co. 

The Fouke Tel. Co. 

The Freeman-Smith Tel. Co. 

The Fletcher Wayne Tel. Co. 

The Farmers Tel. Co. (Mt. Zion div.) 

The Garland Mutual Tel. Co. 

The Gaven (L C.) Tel. Co. 

The Galena Tel. Co. 

The Gillham Tel. Co. 

The Glenwood Tel. Co. 

The Gashen Tel. Co. . 

The Grant-Dallas Tel. 
The Greasy Valley Tel 
The Green Forrest Tel 
The Greenwood Tel. Co. 

The Grider (R. L.) Tel. Co. 

The Hazen Tel. Co. 

The Hampton Tel Co. 

The Harrison & Myrtle Tel. Co. 

The Harris Telephone Co. 

The Harrison k Begerman Tel. Co. — 

The Hackett Tel. Co. 

The Hanna (C. L.) Tel. Co 

The Hardy Tel. Co. 

The Heine Tel. Co. 

The Home Tel. Co. (Dallas Co.) 

The Home Tel. Co . (Franklin Co.) — 



Co. 
Co. 
Co. 



1918 



.1 



Gain 



Loss 



3,228 
265 

8,945 

18,394 

344 

1,719 
281 
840 
330 

1,584 
807 

1,495 
987 
120 
500 

8,000 
New 
New 
207 
475 
735 
120 
New 

5,230 

4,150 

2,020 I 

906 I 

181 I 

New I 

1,175 I 
100 I 
115 I 

2,030 I 
850 I 

125 r 

1,930 
175 I 

3,560 I 

6,200 I 
130 I 

2,855 I 
500 I 
300 I 
380 I 
125 I 
855 I 
500 
585 
331 
18,330 
10,000 



2,030 
996 
199 
385 
450 
90 

. 126 

2.123 
935 
137 

2,123 
305 

3,560 

6.820 
130 

3,140 
550 
330 I 
418 
137 

1,060 

600 

790 

363 

20,809 

10,310 



3,540 


312 


291 


26 


8,988 


43 


20,232 


1338 


410 


66 


2,770 


1,051 


309 


28 


1,095 


255 


363 


33 


1,040 




886 


7"9 


1,645 


150 


2,100 


1,113 


60 




8,122 


7,622 


10,125 


2,125 


58 


58 


115 


115 


1,327 


120 


522 


47 


808 


73 


131 


11 


70 


70 


6,740 


1,510 


4.500 


350 



10 

90 

18 

385 



544 



60 



725 
10 
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ASSESSMENTS OF TELEPHONES BY TAX COMMISSION, IN THE 
STATE OF ARKANSAS FOR 1917 AND 1918, Showing pain and loss in 
assessed values. 
Table No. 8.— Continued. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 



1917 



1918 



Gain 



Loss 



The Home Tel. Co. (Fulton Co.) — 
The Home Tel, Co. (Benton Co.) — 

The Hiwassee Tel. Ck). 

The Hiwassee Mutual Tel. Co. 

The Higginson Tel. Co. 

The Hudson (W. N.) Tel. Co 

The Humphreys Tel. Co. 

The Hunt Rural Tel. Co. 

The Hurst Tel. Co. 

The Independence Tel. Co. 

The Jack on Co. Tel. Co. 

The Judsonia Tel. Co. 

The Jasper Tel. Co. 

The Johnson County Tel. Co. 

The Johnson (H. F.) Tel. Co. 

The King Rider Tel. Co. j. 

The Kirby Tel. Co. 

The Kensett Tel. Co. 

The Kaiser (L. H.) Tel. Co. 

The Lake City Tel. Co. 

The Lowell Mutual Tel. Co. 

The Lyons (J. D.) Tel. Co. 

The Lepanto Elec. Lt. and Tel. Co. - 

The Lynn Rural Tel. Co. 

The London Tel. (>). 

The McCurtain Tel. Co. 

The McCracken (F. H.) Tel. Co. — 

The McPherson Rural Tel. Co. 

The McCarley (T. L.) Tel. Co 

The Madison County Tel. Co. 

The Mann (W. T.) Tel. Co. 

The Marsden Rural Tel. Co. 

The Macedonia Tel. Co. 

The Magness Tel. Co. 

The Martin (L. G. ) Tel. Co. 

The Marked Tree Tel. Co. 

The Marvell Tel. O). 

The Mill & Rush Creek Tel. Co. — 
The Mosley (W. H.) R. Tel. Co. — 
The Mt. Home Switchboard Tel. Co. 

The Moro Tel. Co. 

The Mt. View Ex. Tel. Co. 

The Monroe Tel. Co. 

The Murfreesboro Tel. Co. 

The Monette Tel. Co. 

The New Edinburg Tel. Co. 

The North Ark. Tel. Co 

The Okolpna Tel. Co. 

The Omaha Tel. Co. . 

The Ozone Tel. Co. 

The Ozark Tel. Co. - 



588 

1,360 
469 
687 
343 
431 

1,360 

720 

New 

100 

650 

1,100 

476 

16,645 

New 

100 

140 

500 

New 

3,290 
150 
120 

1,020 
735 
New 
295 
200 
137 
New 

1,535 
110 
120 
865 
440 
670 
13,800 

6,625 
105 
193 
225 
350 
580 
870 

1,875 
New 

1,675 
477 

1,380 
200 
115 

8,500 



620 

1,800 
515 
755 
422 
474 

1,580 
965 
135 
110 
715 

2,500 
523 
16,036 
110 
110 
110 

1,350 
110 

1,550 
165 
132 

2,566 

1,115 
400 
324 
220 
150 
200 

1,688 
121 
132 

1,575 

700 

737 

14,200 

6,455 
115 
212 
247 
725 
638 
985 

1,880 

3,610 

1,842 
524 

1,340 

125 

150 

10,870 



32 

440 

46 

68 

79 

43 

220 

245 

135 

10 

65 

1,400 

47 

"Yi'o 

10 

""850 
110 

""l5 

12 

1,566 

380 

400 

29 

20 

13 

200 

153 

11 

12 

710 

260 

67 

600 

'""'To 

19 

22 

375 

58 

115 

5 

3,610 

164 

47 



35 
2,310 



609 
""'30 
'l",746 



170 



40 
75 
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ASSESSMENTS OF TELEPHONES BY TAX COMMISSION. IN THE 
jSTATE OF ARKANSAS FOR 1917 AND 1918, Showing gain and loss in 
assessed values. 
Table No. 8.— Continued. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 



The Parnell Spgd. Tel. Co. 
The Pangburn Tel. Co. 



The Piney & Mulberry Tel. Co 

The Pigeon Line Tel. Co. 

The Pine Grove Tel. Co. 

The Pisgah Tel. Co. 

The Pontiac Line Tel. Co. 

The Point Cedar & Amity Tel. Co. 

The Pottsville Tel. Co. 

The Prarie Grove Tel. Co. 

The Price (C. C.) Tel. Ex. 

The Quitman Tel. Co. 



The Rhea (J. K.) Tel. Co. 

The Reville Valley Tel. Co. 

The Rhea Mutual Tel. Co. 

The Rice Belt TeL Co. 

The Rice Belt Tel. & Tel. Co. 

The Rock Springs Tel. Co. 

The Rural Tel. Co., of Bruna 

The Russellville Tel. Co. 

The Russellville & Rector Tel. Co. .. 

The Savoy Mutual Telephone Co. 

The Sheridan Tel. Co. )\ 

The Siloam Springs Tel. Co. 

The Skylight No. 2 Tel. Co. 

The Sparkman Tel. Co. 

The South Arkansas Tel. Co. 

The South West Arkansas Tel. Co. _. 
The Spring Valley Rural Tel. Co. — 

The Star City Tel. Co. 

The Sulphur Springs Tel. Exchange _ 
The Sulphur Springs No. 1, Tel. Co.— 

The Swifton Tel. Co. 

The S. W. Bell Tel. Co. 

The Strickler Tel. Co. 

The Stoker Tel. Co. 

The Texarkana Tel. Co. 

The Tankersley (M.) Tel. Co. 

The Traskwood Tel. Co. 

The Three Chutes Tel. Co. 

The Trimble Flats Tel. Co. 

The Union Tel. Co. 

The Valley & Western Tel. Co. 

The Waldo Tel. Co. 

The Washburn Tel. Co. 

The Ware (N. M.) Tel. Co 

The Walnut Hill Tel. Co. 

The Wedington Farmers Tel. Co. -- 

The Waldron Tel. Co. 

The Wehaut (E. A.) Tel. Co. 

The West Forks Tel. Co. 



1917 



505 
550 
125 
240 
365 
380 
160 
650 
400 

7,092 
560 

1,230 

1,366 
249 
390 

7,605 
45,095 
120 
131 
11,960 
125 
282 

5,272 

12,050 

180 

837 

1,272 

15,275 

100 

1,970 

1,640 
175 
590 
2,614,542 
156 
728 
80,449 
100 
130 
110 
150 
535 
169 

3,800 
137 
235 

9,250 
995 

5.200 
235 
460 



1918 



555 
800 
137 
264 
400 
697 
176 

1,220 
700 

7,722 
616 
930 

1,490 
273 
331 

8,365 
49,604 
260 
144 
12,550 
137 
150 

6,780 

12,800 

204 

920 

1,399 

15,600 

110 

2,167 

1,650 
192 
650 
2,752,190 
171 
825 
83.656 
110 
150 
150 
165 
555 I 
185 I 

4,000 I 
139 I 
205 I 

8,850 I 

1,094 I 

5,720 I 
258 I 
511 I 



Gain 



50 
250 

12 

24 

35 
317 

16 
570 
300 
630 

56 
300 
124 

24 



760 

4,509 

140 

13 
590 

12 

'"1^508 

750 

24 

83 

127 

325 

10 

197 

10 

17 

60 

137,648 

15 

97 

3.207 

10 

20 

40 

15 

20 

16 

200 

2 



99 

520 

23 

51 



Loss 



59 



132 



80 
400 
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ASSESSMENTS OF TELEPHONES BY TAX COMMISSION, IN THE 
STATE OP ARKANSAS FOR 1917 AND 1918, Showing gam and loss in 
assessed values. 
Table No. 8.~Oontinued. 



NAME OF CORPORATION 


1917 


1918 


Gain 


Loss 


The Wheeler (C.) Tel. Co. 

The White River Tel. Go. 1 


100 

8,065 

180 

240 

1,312 

8,808 

400 

330 

New 

New 


110 

8,460 

198 

264 

1»443 

9,038 

440 

863 

190 

100 


10 

395 

18 

24 

181 

280 

40 

33 

190 

100 




The Whittaker (JJ) Tel. Co 

The White Line Tel. Co. 




The Winslow Tel. Co. 




The Wilson & Hunt Tel. Co 

The Winthrop Tel Co. 




The Wood Tel. Co. 




The Wherry R. H. Rural Tel. Co 

The White (B. T.) Rural Tel. Co 





JTotal 


3,175,181 


3,364,628 


198,034 


7,481 



Net Gain 1917 
Net Gain 1918 



$406,638.00 
$190,662.00 
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SHOWING ASSESSMENT OF TELEGRAPH, SLEEPING CAR AND EX- 
PRESS COMPANIES BY THE ARKANSAS TAX COMMISSION 
For 1917-1918, With Comparitive Values. 
Table No. 9. 



NAME OF COMPANY 


1917 


1918 


Gain 


Loss 


Mackey Telegraph & Cable Co $ 106,668 

Postal Telegraph & Cable Co. .. 121,882 
Rock Island, Ark. & La. Tel. Co. . . 40,164 

Western Union Telegraph Co • 1,262,954 

American Telegraph & Tel. Co. — i 174,878 

The Pullman Co. 692,232 

The American Express Co., 1 150,070 

The Southern Express Co. 1 43,826^ 

Wells Fargo Express Co., i 693,567 


$ 116,469 

121,882 

40,164 

1^265,372 

176,009 

772,174 

156,570 

55,610 

693,614 


$ 9^01 

2,418 

1,131 

79,942 

6,500 

11,784 
47 





Total - 1 $3,286,241 


$3,397,864 


$899,057 






Net Gain, 1917 

Net Gain, 1918 



$899,057 
$111,623 
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ABSTRACT OF BRIDGE AND FERRY ASSESSMENTS 
1916-1917-1918. 
Showing Increase and decrease in Assessment those years. 
Table No. 10. 



NAME OF COMPANY 



1917 



1918 



Gain 



Loss 



Arkansas Line Ferry 

Ark. Mem. Ry. Bridge & Ter. Co 

Betts (A. L.) Ferry 

Black Rock Ferry 

Bumette & Standridge Ferry 

Bradley Ferry 

Baring Cross Bridge Co. 

Corbett (J.) Ferry 

Copp (W. J.) Croom (J. B.) Ferry. 

Catcohie Bay Ferry 

Denton Ferry 

Danville Turnpike Co. 

Dardanelle Pontoon Bridge 

Dickson (J. B.) Ferry 

Erwin (A. L.) Ferry 

Fulton Ferry 

Gibson Ferry 

Irby (E. T.) Ferry 

Kansas City Ry. & Bridge Co. — 

McClintock (J. M.) Ferry 

Moss (D. W.) Ferry 

Ozark & Webb City Ferry 

IVwhatan Ferry 

Pontoon (T. J. Crane) Ferry 

Quails (W. M.) Ferry 

Salanot (Arthur) Ferry 

Sutton Fierry 

Taylor (J. C.) Ferry 

Watson & Hinkle Ferry 

West Memphis Packett Co. 

Williamson (J. W.) Ferry (Guion) 
Williamson (J. W.) Ferry 



$ 1,600 

1,435,970 

100 

2,000 

250 

"280,000 
500 
500 



1^000 

2,500 

12,000 

250 

2,000 

3,000 

400 

200 

750.000 

1,000 

5,000 

"i",ioo 
""'iisoo 

1^500 

""Y,7o6 

1,000 

15,000 

500 

700 



Totals, (1916, $2,521,450) 



$2,521,370 I 



1,700 

1,476,335 

100 

1,800 

300 

400 

280,000 

550 

600 

500 

1,000 

2,500 

8,000 

300 

2,000 

5,000 

400 

250 

750,000 

1,200 

5,000 

3,000 

1,200 

800 

1,500 

1,500 

350 

1.800 

1,000 

16,000 

600 I 

800 I 

$2,565,893 I 



$ 100 
40,365 



50 
400 

"50 
100 
500 



50 
'2fi6o 
"""50 

""2"pb 

"3>"o"o 

""s'ob 



350 
100 

'i,"oo'o 

100 
100 



""200 



4,000 



$49,323 



$4,200 



Net Gain, 1917 
Net Gain. 1918 



$174,920. 
$45,123. 
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SHOWING ASSESSMENTS OF PKIVATE CAR COMPANIES FOR THE 

YEARS 1917 and 1918 BY THE ARKANSAS TAX COMMISSION 
Table No. 11. 



NAME OF COMPANY 



1917 



1918 



Gain 



Loss 



Armour & Co. 

American Refrigerator Transit Co. — 

Arms Palace Horse Car Co. 

Atlantic Seaboard Dispatch 

American Cotton Oil Co. 

American Linseed Co. 

Armstrong Packing Co. 

American Tar Products Co. 

American Zinc Co. 

Barrett Co. 

Bay Teminal Ry. Co. 

Buttercup Oil & Car Co. 

Crystal Car Lines 

Chicago, New York & Boston Rfg. lin. 

Cudahy Refrigerator line 

Cold Blast Transportation Co. 

Constantine Refining Co. 

Cosden Co. 

Crescent Tank Line • 

California Dispatch 

Caddo Oil Refining Co. 

Commercial Car Lines 

Commercial Acid Co. 

Chesnut & Smithy 

Cudahy Provision Refg. Line 

Doud Stock Car Co. 

Dairy Shippers Dispatch 

Dold (Jacob) Packing Co. 

Empire Refining Co. 

Fleischman Transportation Co. 

Frisco Refrigerator Line 

Fruit Growers Express 

Franklin Sugar Mfg. Co. — 

General American Tank Car Corp. — 

Gulf Twefining Co. 

Glenpool Tank Line 

Gateway Car Co. 

Heinz H. J. Co. 

Houston Packing Co. ——-.—- 

independent Refrigerator Car Co 

International Refining Co. 

Inter State Tank Car Corp. 

Indinhoma Refining Co. 

Kansas Oil Refining Co. -— 

Keith Car Co. 

Live Poultry Transportation Co. 

Libby McNeil & Libby 

Liquid Dispatch) Lin© 

Louisiana Oil Refining Co. 

Lemp Refrigerator Line 

Morris & Co. . 

Mather Horse & Stock Car Co. 

Missouri River Dispatch 



$13,975 
83,850 

1,075 
535 

2,560 
390 
165 

2,300 
170 
165 
100 

1,000 
200 
215 

3,525 
405 

2,925 

18.695 

245 

100 

4,525 
330 
740 
215 
515 
835 
200 

1,685 

700 

170 

18,935 

6,930 
150 

8.980 

4.960 

3,115 
415 
165 
165 
100 
400 
350 
515 
220 

2,440 

2.170 
135 
145 

2,010 



9,960 
330 
220 



15,485 

70,280 

1,000 

215 

1,750 

150 

170 

1,185 

105 

'"'500 

405 

210 

2,375 

""4,560 
82,770 



3,715 
180 
820 

1,080 
420 
455 

■'i,545 

1,235 

205 

17.700 
3,470 

11/790 

10,070 

3,910 

""""585 



2,520 

'i,'2'6"0 

90 

2,115 

895 

95 

115 

1,660 

2,110 

8,825 

110 



$ 1,510 


$.-.._ 




12,570 





75 




320 




810 




240 


5 






1,115 




170 




60 




100 




500 


205 






5 




1,150 




405 


1,635 


. . 


14,075 






24'5 




100 




810 




150 


80 




865 






95 




380 




200 




140 


535 





35 






1,235 




3,460 




150 


2,8Yo 




5,110 




795 






4"i5 


420 






165 




100 


2,120 






350 


745 






130 




325 




1,275 




40 




30 




350 


2,110 






1.635 




220 



220 
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SHOWING ASSESSMENTS OF PKIVATE CAR COMPANIES FOR THE 

YEARS 1917 and 1918 BY THE ARKANSAS TAX COMMISSION 
Table No. 11. —Continued. 



NAME OF COMPANY 



1917 



1918 



Gain 



Loss 



Menesha Woodemware 

Magnolia Petroleum Co. 

Muskogiee Refining Co. 

Mid^Continent Gasoline Co, 

Mid West Dispatch 

Lange Soap Co. 

Marsh Refrigerator Line 

Mutual Refining Co. 

Monsanto Chemical Works 

North American Car Co. 

National Zinc Co. 

National Oil Co. 

North American Tank Line 

Pacific Fruit Express 

Peerless Transit Line 

Petroleum Products Co. 

Pierce Oil Corporation 

Pennsylvania Tank Line 

Penick & Ford Tank Line 

Procter A Gamble Transportation Co. 

Pierce Fordyce Oil Assn. 

Phoenix Cotton Oil Co. 

Phoenix Refining Co. 

Pan American Refining Co. 

Riverside Oil Co. 

Roxana Petroleum Co. 

Olson Petroleum Co. 

Peet Brothers Mfg. Co. 

Standard Car Equipment Co. 

Scudder (R. B.) 

Swift A Co. --— 

St. Louis Refrigerator Car Co. 

Streets Co. -izr^—rz 

Santafe Refrigerator Dispatch 

Seaboard Refining Co. 

Southern Cotton Oil Co. -.—-;- 

St Louis Independent Packing Co. — 

Shreveport Oil & Refining Co. 

Sugar Products Co. 

Sinclair Refining Co. 

Sapulpa Refining Co. 

Trinity Cotton Oil Co. 

Texas Co. zzrrTT 

Trinidada Cotton Oil Co. 

Tropical Refg. Express 

Union Rfg. Transit Co. 

Union Tank Line 

United Coal Co. 

Waters Pierce Oil Co. 

Western Heater Dispatch 

Wilson Car Lines 



276 

2,710 

/ 150 

115 

180 



5,140 
110 



520 

980 

960 

275 

27,255 

3,870 

525 

5,550 

1,130 

3.300 

3,010 

630 

640 

360 

110 

135 

980 



360 

410 

13,390 

18,135 

510 

10,245 

760 

1,605 

1,170 

195 

105 

2,440 

170 

130 

34,195 

185 

390 

25,345 

17,255 

130 

1,565 

620 

4,160 



290 

3,595 

2,585 

110 

125 

235 

1,205 

"'"¥15 
650 
610 
820 
340 
23,950 
3,870 

"12/730 

1,115 

790 

3,980 

1,115 

800 

765 



285 
160 
270 
270 

"14,340 

10,845 

355 

8,740 

280 

1,300 



8,740 

365 

220 

57,56S 

180 

"'M05 
18,235 

995 

750 

3,645 



15 

885 




2,435 


5 
55 




235 






3,935 




110 


815 




130 






370 




140 


65 






3,305 




"'"525 


7,180 






15 




2,510 


970 




485 




160 





405 






110 




135 




695 


160 




270 






90 




410 


950 






7,290 




155 




1,505 




480 




305 




1,170 




195 




105 


6,300 




195 




90 




23,370 






5 




390 




15,940 


9¥o 






130 




670 


130 


._ 




616 



Totals 



$397,700 



$405,073 



$79,278 



$70,906 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENT FOR 1917 AND 1918. 



Table No. 12. 



COUNTIES 



Arkansas .— 

Ashley 

Baxter . 

Benton 

Boone ;— 

Bradley 

Calhoun . — 

Carroll 

Chicot 

Clark — 

Clay 

Cleburne 

Cleveland 

Columbia 

Conway 

Craighead 

Crawford 

Crittenden 

Cross 

Dallas 

Desha 

Drew -— 

Faulkner 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Garland 

Grant 

Greene 

Hempstead 

Hot Spring 

Howard 

Independence 

Izard 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Johnson 

Lafayette 

Lawrence : 

Lee 

Lincoln 

Little River 

Logan _- 

Lonoke 

Madison 

Marion 

Miller ..-- 

Mississippi 

Monroe 

Montgomery 

Nevada 

Newton 

Ouachita 

Perry 



1917 



$ 2,460,080 
1,882 600 



3,680,776 
1,631,709 
1,689,762 



1,477,998 



2,663,701 



904,255 

927,600. 

12,156,421 



3,080,400 



4,264,688 
1,456,391 
2,255,060 



1,538,017 



3,103,240 
839,006 



1,115,015 
1.371,980 
2,356,943 
943,001 
2,170,586 
6,336,141 
1,351,498 
1,999,537 
1,776,591 
2,050,358 

"i/70'l,075 



2,436,200 



3,738,934 



1.298,517 

'740,549 

1,605,828 



2,826,128 

875,821 



1918 



$ 3,283,''.60 
3,204,880 



4,059,446 
1,710,223 
2,045,950 



1,684,942 
X029,48i 



1,000,970 
1,090,725 
2,605,331 



3,660,210 



4,461,923 
1,618,865 
2,472,485 



2,059,019 



3,986,650 
967,292 



1,971,783 
1,810,623 
2,983.729 
1,204,896 
.2.815,258 
6,556,115 
1,646,961 
2,175,93iS 
2,151,057 
2,490,135 



2,269,019 
'2396,016 



4,341,535 



1,988,567 
1,021,060 
2,547,212 



2,954,850 
1,116,530 



Increase 



$ 818,580 
1,322,280 



378,670 
178,514 
356,188 



206,944 
"366/r¥o 



103,285 
163,125 
448,910 



579,810 



197,235 
162,474 
217,425 



521,002 



883,410 
128,286 



856,768 
438,643 
626,886 
261,895 
644,672 
219,974 
295,463 
176,399 
374,466 
439,777 



567,944 
'459^8Y6 



602,601 



690,050 
280,511 
941,384 



123,722 
240,709 
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF PERSONAL PROPERTY 

ASSESSMENT FOR 1917 AND 1918. 
Table No. 12.— Continued. 



COUNTIES 



1917 



1918 



Increase 



* Phillips 
Pike 

* Poinsett 

* Polk 



1,209,134 



1,435,888 



226,754 



Pope 

* Prairie __ 

* Pulaski - 
Randolph 
Saline -— 

* Scott 



Searcy 

Sebastian -- 

Sevier 

Sharp 

St. Francis - 

Stone 

Union 

Van Buren - 
Washington 

White - 

Woodruff -- 
Yell 



5,696,323 



6,492,092 



795,769 



1,483,699 
1,979,410 



1,861,368 
1,816,947 



377,669 



8,041,487 
1,463,320 

873,238 
2,305,627 

612,634 
2,469,792 

763,568 



8,995,599 
1,819,738 
1,060,601 
2,515,559 

696,574 
2,881,837 

931,934 



954,112 
356,418 
187,363 
209,932 
83,940 
412,045 
168,366 



1,679,733 



2,124,661 



444,928 



Total Gain for 47 Counties $19,233,701. 

Increase - - $19,396,164 

Decrease, in Saline Coun ty, $162,463 



Note ♦ No report from County Clerk. 
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PRIVATE CAR, GROSS RECEIPTS ASSESSMENT. 
Table No. 13. 



Total Assessment, 1917 
Total Assessment, 1918 - 
Gain, 1918 



% 1,174.15 

11,698.18 

$10,524.03 
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FRANCHISE TAX ASSESSMENTS 



Table No. 14. 



Year 


Domestic 


Foreifirn 


Insurance 

Go's, with 

Capital Stock 


Insurance 
Go's, without 
Capital Stock 


Building 

and Loan 

Go's. 


TOTAL 


1916 
1917 
1918 


$ 97,016.85 

119,879.27 
125,263.36 


$ 58,672.36 
131,114.96 
135,380.23 


$ 6,210.00 
6,400.00 
4,200.00 


$26,600.00 
25,200.00 
26,300.00 


$ 976.00 
975.00 
925.00 


$188,374.21 
282,569.23 
292,069.59 


Tot. 1 $342,159.48 


$325,067.55 


$14,810.00 


$78,100.00 2,875.00 


$292,018.59 


Gain, 1917 . . 

Gain, 1918, _' 


$ 93,595.00 
$ 9,499.00 
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